SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family
David, Joseph & James @ members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who

December 28, 2025 are in need of our prayers
Dec. 28 (Sun) SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS Marian Barry, Pamela Seech Dawson, Steve Fekete, Barbara Gulich,
Divine Liturgy 10:30am John Hresko, Michael Janov, Helen Magdic, Steve Muchoney, Pat Pierro,
+Audrey Ward reqd by Karen Ianni Pat.Race, Ted Race, Helen Rizzi, Rose Marie Rupnik, Ray Seech,

Mark Sethman, JerryLee Simpson, Charles Stein, Eleanor Timko, Sally Zeleznik

Jan. 1 (Thu) CIRCUMCISION OF OURLORD e
BASIL THE GREAT ARCHBISHOP

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
For our Parish Family

Jan. 3 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
For our Parish Family

Jan. 4 (Sun) SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Karen Hodell reqd by Eileen & Norman May the New Year fill your

home with joy, your heart
St. Mary, Herminie - Sunday Liturgy 8:30am

with love, and your life with
laughter & May God bless*
you today and every day.

Our tithe to our Parish December 14 & 21, 2025 - $2,607.00

L

Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the :
week of Dec. 28 thru Jan. 3 for the health and welfare of Father Vil
Vasyl and Family.

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our E‘
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Please join fellow parishioners in praying the rosary every week prior to the
Sunday 10:30am Liturgy and on Holy Days.
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CIRCUMCISION OF THE LORD ST. STEPHEN , PROTOMARTYR
FEAST OF ST BASIL December 27
January 1

g St. Stephen was one of the seven deacons mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles (6: 5-7) who was ordained by the Apos-
tles themselves. The joy of our Lord’s Nativity is joined with
the gladness we feel at the triumph of the first martyr who, as
the Church sings of him, “was the first to pay back to the

Following the prescriptions of the Law, Mary and Joseph took their child to be
circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. At this time he was given the name
“Jesus”, which means God saves (his people).

We also remember St. Basil the Great, a monk, bishop and great teacher of the
Church. As we begin this New Year, we are surrounded with images calling us to
holiness and dedication.
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. )| The Feast of St. Stephen has special reference to the Nativity,
a connection beautifully developed in the Kontakion:
“Yesterday the Master came to us in life and today His servant departs from life; yes-
terday He Who is King was born as man, today His servant is stoned to death. Through
Him, the beloved of God, Stephen, became the first martyr of all.”

In the icon, St Stephen is vested in the deacon’s sticharion. As the deacon who serves
in the Church’s worship, he carries the censer in his right hand, in his left hand he
holds a church, symbolic of that which in his office he has been called to serve.

Stephen was the first who willingly shed his blood for Christ, and hence is known as
the “proto” or first martyr. The actual day of his death is unknown, but since he as the
Father Vasyl will be available for those who wish to have their homes blessed. first to sacrifice his life for Christ, his heavenly “birthday” is celebrated immediately
after the earthly birth of Christ.

BLESSING OF HOMES

As is customary for this blessing, a table should be prepared with a candle, and icon
or cross, and some of the blessed water. There will be a short service in which all (Our Parish celebration of our Patron Saint, St. Stephen - December 28)
participate, and this is followed by the sprinkling of the home with the Jordan water.

In this way, the blessing of the Jordan is carried to all corners of our parish.

Please call Father to arrange a time for his visit. 412-627-1678



