August 9, 2015

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

Aug. 8 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Aug. 9 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Bryvan Mihalick (39th Birthday) req’d by Mom & Dad
Aug. 10 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am

+Jean Dzura req’d by Mr. & Mrs. Steve Teik
Aug. 11 (Tue) Parish Advisory Council Meeting 6:30pm
Aug 12 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Aug. 14 (Fr1) Vigil Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
Blessing of Flowers
Aug 15 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Aug 16 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Rosalind Bache req’d by William Bache & Family
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August 2, 2015
Sunday Collection: $2,390.00
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Let us nemember in curn prayews all ef cun Fuiends and Parish Family members whe are
sick at home ox in a nunsing facility and fox all these whe axe in need of eur prayens.
James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Carl Magdic, Fran

Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia
Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

PREPARATION FOR PILGRIMAGE

In preparation for the annual Pilgrimage to Mount St Macrina in
Uniontown PA, there will be a general clean-up day on Saturday, 22
August, beginning at 9:00 am. If you can offer a few hours at any

time during the day, your help will be warmly welcomed.

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE

One of the most important gatherings of our entire Byzantine Catholic Church takes
place each year over the Labor Day weekend. This is the Annual Pilgrimage in honor
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help that will take place this year on 5 — 6 September at
Mount St Macrina in Uniontown PA.

The theme of this year’s Pilgrimage 1s Mary: Model of Consecrated Life. This theme is
in keeping with Pope Francis’ declaration that this should be a year that focuses on
religious and monastic life. It 1s well-known that fewer and fewer women and men are
entering convents and monasteries these days. There are many reasons given. But the
reality is that God has not stopped calling people to the consecrated life. Instead, it is
very hard to listen to and hear this call amid all the noises in the world today that
compete for our attention.
N Yes, we are called to pray for vocations to the religious life. But just as
{\\ important 1s our encouragement to people today to consider this way of
8, A life. If you know someone that you feel might be called by God to this
tj I~ way of life, encourage them to consider it. Those who have truly
h accepted this way of life will tell you: The joy and satisfaction that comes
from this way of life is literally “out of this world!”

The schedule of liturgical services and other events may be found on the website of the
sisters of St Basil: www.sistersofstbasil.org.




BLESSING OF FLOWERS

Flowers have traditionally been associated with the tomb of the Holy Virgin ... for they
signify life and beauty and fragrance.

Hence, on this feast, flowers are blessed at the end of the Divine Litur-
B8 oy. Our parishioners are asked to bring their vases of flowers to the
£ %= church on this feast for this blessing. Thus, we once again connect the
Liturgy and our daily life.

GCU CHARITY GOLF OUTING &

The Sisters of St Basil in Uniontown PA recently began renovations on Mt Macrina
Manor Nursing Home. GCU 1s holding a Charity Golf event to assist with the funding

necessary to complete this worthwhile ministry of the Sisters.

The event 1s a 4 person golf scramble planned for a 1 pm shotgun start on Friday, 4
September 2015 at Seven Oaks Country Club in Beaver PA. The tournament is open to

everyone, GCU members and non-members alike. In addition to golf, the entry fee in-
cludes cart, lunch at the turn, prizes and a buffet dinner. The cost for this event 1s $100
per golfer with a discount of $20 ($380) for those entering a complete foursome.

If there are any questions, please call the GCU Communications Department at
1.800.722.4428.

FEAST OF THE HOLY DORMITION

There 1s nothing in the Scriptures that speaks of the later life and death of the Virgin
Mary. The Scriptures are more concerned with Christ and the events of our salvation.
Only later in the Christian tradition did interest arise in the background events such as
the childhood of Jesus, the life of Mary and Joseph, and other such events.

Later Tradition, therefore, attempted to fill in the gaps of sacred history with various
stories and legends of how things might have happened. They are not so much con-
cerned with the exact historical details ... as they are with expressing the faith of the
Church ... images that help give shape to what we believe.

Let's listen to a bit of the story of the death of the Holy Virgin:
..At the time of the death of the holy Mother of God, all the apostles

Y were carried through the air to Jerusalem. When they were gath-
\| ered around her, angels appeared in a vision ... and the Virgin gave

After three days, Thomas arrived (he had been the only apostle not
present for her death and burial), and he wished to venerate the holy body that
had borne the Son of God.

When they entered the tomb, they could not find her body; they found only the
grave clothes in which she had been wrapped. The garments emitted the aroma
of a very pleasing perfume.

Seized with astonishment, the apostles could only conclude thus: The Word of
God and Lord of glory, who deigned to become incarnate from her, and who
kept the virginity of his Mother intact even after she gave birth ... this same
Lord wished, after her departure from here below, to honor her pure and vir-
ginal body with the privilege of not being corrupted in the grave ... and so she
was transported (into heaven) in advance of the universal resurrection.

In this feast, we celebrate a second Pascha ... which give us a glimpse of the promises
that await all the faithful.



