February 8, 2015
SUNDAY OF MEATFARE

Divine Liturgy Schedule

Feb. 7 (Sat) Vigil Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Blessing for Lewis Rabayda: Ordination to the Diaconate
Feb. 8 (Sun) Sunday of Meatfare

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Helen Seech req’d by Ruth & Ray Seech
Feb. 9 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Nicholas & Elizabeth Petro
Feb. 10(Tue) Third Hour (Morming Service) 9:00am
Enrichment Session
Feb. 12(Thu) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Jean Dzura rveq’'d by MM Chester Lanowitz
Feb. 14(Sat) Vigil Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

+Joseph Hreha req 'd by Kevin & Karen Ianni
Feb.15(Sun) Sunday of Cheesefare

Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Thomas G. Wesdock req 'd by Julee Lindberg Family
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- THE SANCTUARY LAMP
Continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ

in our church during the week of Feb. 8 thru Feb. 14 for members of our parish family
! who are homebound.
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February 1, 2015
Sunday collection: $1538.00
Pledge Donations Received: $120.00

PRAYER LIST

Let us remember in our prayers all of our Friends and Parish Families members who are sick
at home orin a nursing facility and for all those who are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm
Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephan, Margaret Weber,

John Voron Sr.,

Q' THIS WEEK
@” Beginning this week, we are offering an Enrichment Pro-
) H?_ij ﬁ ‘ gram each week for all those interested in growing more
‘ S r, deeply in their faith and in their understanding of the life
' of our Church. This program is entitled: The Eucharist in
] Scripture. 1t will consist of six weekly sessions in which

we can delve more deeply into our understanding and ap-
{ preciation of the Eucharist as it 1s rooted in the Scriptures.

We will begin on Tuesday, 10 February, and continue each Tuesday through 24 March
(we will not meet on Tuesday, 17 March due to the Pirohy Project!). We will begin
with a short Lenten Service at 9:00 am, and this will be followed by coffee & rolls with
the Enrichment Program.

Please bring your Bible with you for each session.

This should be an exciting adventure in growing in our faith and life and spiritual under-
standing! If you are interested, please contact Fr John via phone or email.

MORE OPPORTUNITIES ... for growth!

Mount St Macrina is sponsoring a Weekly Hour of Prayer for Wonld Peace. This will
be held on Tuesday from February 17 to March 31 2015 from 12:00 noon until 1:00 pm.

All are welcome to participate.
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e MEATFARE SUNDAY

Today 1s called "Meatfare Sunday" ... because in the traditional discipline of our
church, it was the final day for eating meat until Easter. The fasting from meat
began today as a sort of preparation for the more rigorous discipline of Great Lent.

It 1s interesting that in the Latin language, "Meat-fare" is "Carnival" ("carnis" =
meat ... "vale" = take away). And so the final day of eating meat in the West was
known as the day of "Carnival".

It was a day of celebration and merry-making before the beginning of Lent.
However, over the years, the word "carnival" has simply come to mean any
organized program of amusements or entertainment; in fact, in many places around
the world, it has become an excuse for extravagant celebrations and near-orgies.

The Tradition of the Byzantine Church 1s much more restrained. Our church is a
wise teacher. We do not go into Lent all of a sudden. There is a gradual
approach ... placing before us the themes of humility and repentance ... judgment
and forgiveness. We are gradually invited to slow down our life-styles and enter
into a Lenten style of life.

Today’s Gospel about the Last Judgment is a somber reminder to
All of us that we shall indeed one day stand before the face of
God ... to give an account for our freedom. What did we do
With our lives? ... How did we exercise our responsibility?...

And Jesus tells us that the rules for judgment will be very clear. ..
How do we treat each other? ... How do we reach out to the
needy? ... For when we reach out to others ... it is actually Jesus
that we touch ...

SAV

February 12 9:00 am

February 14 9:00 am

February 16—17—18

HE DA
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Cooking Cabbage

Cooking Potatoes

Making Pirohi
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Listening in on Pope Francis ...

In his weekly talk, Pope Francis focused on the role of the father in the family. Let’s
listen in on some of things he said:

Being a father is not easy since it takes lots of patience and grace. He must first be
at his wife’s side to share everything, joyv and pain, hard work and hope, and to be
there for his children as they grow.

However, being present is not the same as being controlling, because fathers who
are too controlling suffocate their children and don’t let them grow. A father must
firmly correct children’s mistakes without demeaning or demoralizing them. Guid-
ance does not come from a father who is weak yielding and a softie.

A good father knows how to forgive sincerely and to be patient and merciful as the
father of the prodigal son. Yes, so many times there’s nothing left to do but wait,
pray and wait with patience, tenderness and mercy.

A wise and mature father will be able to say to his children after they've grown: “I
taught you things that you didn’t know. I corrected errors that you did not see. I let
vou feel an affection that was both deep and discreet that perhaps you did not fully
recognize when you were young and unsure.”

The father will say to his grown children as they have children of their own, “When
I see that you try to be this way with your kids and with everyone, I am deeply
moved. I am happy to be vour father.”

NOT MY FAULT!!!

We live in exciting times! We have so many possibilities ... so many opportunities ...
so many ways to improve our lives and the lives of those around us. We have great
educational opportunities that were not always available in the past ...we have such
wonderful equipment in the kitchen for cooking and baking ... fantastic tools in the
basement for just about everything ... and computers with unlimited possibilities.

And ... we live in a world a great excuses! Oh my, do we have excuses! We have
psychology, psychiatry and sociology that are constantly trying to reduce our account-
ability. Just think about an attorney defending a client. There are so many extenuat-
ing circumstances that are used to try to reduce one’s culpability.

It 1s true that we are indeed victims of many forces in life, and no one can tell just how
much our own wills are responsible for what we decide to do.  Perhaps it is the genes
that we inherited or the faulty training that we received in our youth.

But one thing i1s sure. Somewhere within the personal dynamics of the wrong we do,
somewhere inside the working of our mind or will, we make a choice
for which only we can give an answer.

We chose, we acted, and we are accountable. It’s not my father, not
my mother, and not my bad childhood. It is I standing in the need of
forgiveness. The prodigal son in last Sunday’s Gospel reading did not
blame his father for his condition. Instead, he assumed full responsi-
bility for himself when he said, “Father, I have sinner against heaven
and before you. I am not worthy to be called your son.” Because of
this confession of his personal accountability, he was generously and
joyfully forgiven.

Today’s Gospel reading reminds us that we are indeed responsible for our actions. No
excuses are accepted ... no blame may be given to others ... no ignorance of the rules is
recognized. We are responsible for our lives. Period!

And, the rules for our judgment are clearly given. Let’s go back this week and read the
Gospel once again. Itis found in Matthew, chapter 25: verses 31-46.



