June 7, 2015

Second Sunday after Pentecost

June 6 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
+Bernadette Squeglia req 'd by Bill & Denise Wasko

June 7 Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Margaret Mihalick req 'd by Jack & Sue Sabol

June 11 (Thur) Divine Liturgy 8:30am

June 12 (Fr1) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Albert Gegick req’d by Margaret & Daughters

June 13 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Jean Dzura veq’'d by Lenny & Mary Pisarek

June 14 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

+Nicholas & Elizabeth Petro

THE SANCTUARY LAMP
continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
| in our church during the week of June 7 thru June 13 for the health and welfare of the
< parishioners of St. Stephen.
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May 31, 2015
Sunday collection: $1,812.00

members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all those who are

4 = in need of our prayers.

' ‘%: Let us remember in our prayers all of our Friends and Parish Family
- .:j'?;f

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell,
Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan,
Carl Magdic, Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko,
Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephan, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

CONNECTING THE PEW AND THE PULPIT

What do you think? Are the pew and the pulpit really connected for us? Does the
weekly homily really reach the people, and are the people open to accept the message?

Recently an interesting article appeared that discusses the relationship of the clergy
who preach the Gospel and the congregations that hear the message.
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) The writer notes that many times the priest, deacon or bishop can be
iy caught up in their own little bubble. It is the bubble of “Church babble”
A _: | " that does not reach the world of the congregation. Their world can
]
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1) become very small, and they can become very self-satisfied with what
|| b | they are doing. And thus they do not hear the cries of the laity to develop
— =5 better homiletic, pastoral and relational skills.

On the other extreme, laypeople can become so caught up in their own bubble that
focuses everything on skilled-based, result-focused and success oriented worldly
values. As a results, they can become blind to the call for spiritual formation to devel-
op a personal relationship with God.

Each side really needs to listen to the other. The homily needs to connect with peo-
ples’ personal lives and concerns. In turn, the congregation needs to be open to more
than simply “practical applications.” We need to allow the Word of God to penetrate
our hearts in such a way that real change may take place within us in our personal
relationship with God.

Something to think about . ..



I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF PEOPLE

Many of us have had the opportunity to go fishing at some time in our lives.

Perhaps as children, we were taken to the lake or stream, and we had our first taste
of fishing ... and if we were like most children, we were probably not too patient at
just waiting ... waiting for a fish to come along and take the bait.

But there 1s nothing like the thrill of feeling the fish ... tugging away at the line ...
as you try to reel it in without losing it.

For us, fishing can be a lot of fun, and it provides many hours of relaxation for us.

In biblical times, however, there is no evidence that the people engaged in fishing
for pleasure or sport. No, it was work ... hard work. In addition to catching the
fish, they had to salt them to preserve them, and then sell them as a way of earning a
living. Then there were the nets to repair, sails to mend, and boats to keep in good
condition.

Fishermen often worked together in teams, and at times, they had to work all
through the night. It was from such a group of hard-working fishermen that Jesus
called his first disciples.

There had to be something quite compelling about his call ... because they left their
boats and nets (their source of livelihood) and followed him immediately.

The fish became an early Christian symbol, because in Greek, the word fish
(ICHTHUS) forms an anagram for: Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior. Hence the
fish was a symbol for the Christians’ profession of faith in Christ.
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VISITS TO THE RECTORY

All our parishioners are welcome to come to the rectory to meet with Fr. John and dis-
cuss matters of personal or parochial concern. But, in order to make sure that I am at
home and available, it is advisable to call ahead of time.

This 1s especially true if the visit i1s after dark. It 1s my plan not to answer the door af-
ter dark (a few unpleasant experiences!) unless the person calls beforehand. Then I

will be happy to welcome you.

Thanks for your consideration.

Fr. Johuwv



"Here 1s where love wins," he said. "The story that begins with a dream of love, but de-
velops as a story of failures, ends in the victory of love: the cross of Jesus."

In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of "the stone that the builders rejected [that] has become the
cornerstone."

"And the son, the last one sent, who was rejected, judged, not listened to and killed, be-
came the cornerstone," the pope said. God grants "salvation through the rejection of his
son, who saves us all." he said.

God builds upon failure, the pope said, noting failures make up the journey of every
Christian.

"The path toward our salvation is a road that does not lack many fail-
ures." he said.

“If each of us were to do an examination of conscience, we would realize how many
times we rejected the prophets... [or] told Jesus ‘Go away!” How many times we want-
ed to save ourselves; how many times we thought we were in the right,” he said.

Christians would do well to humble themselves before God, he said, just as Jesus did “in
our name.”

A" o

2 y | !
r - ¢
i 1 ¥ .
! al Yol = i % by
= - j
-k d="l10 2 3 3 d1 "
fm, Y -'

Listening in on Pope Francis ...
Failures are Par for the Course ...

The road to salvation may be pitted with failures, but God uses them and over-
turns them to manifest his love for his people, said Pope Francis.

Reflecting on the parable of the wicked tenants in the Gospel of Mark this week,
the pope said the parable may be understood to represent the "failure of God's
dream."
TRE
Y6 - In the Gospel passage, Jesus tells of the owner of a vineyard,
who has a dream for his land, which he carefully and lovingly
prepares to be cultivated. He hires tenants to work the field, but
yy 1M they are wicked and kill all those whom the owner sends to re-
7] trieve his portion, including his son. What should have been a

story of love, said the pope, instead appears to be a story of fail-
ure.

Failures are present throughout salvation history, the pope said. God's dream for
humanity included failure and bloodshed from the very beginning when Abel was
killed by his brother Cain; the murders of many prophets followed, and the pro-
cess culminated with the crucifixion of Jesus, he said.

The Bible includes the "many, many laments of God" when faced with the actions
of his people, who are "unable to free themselves from the desire Satan sowed" in

Adam and Eve to "become gods" themselves, the pope said.

"The story of salvation could very well be called the story of failure," he said.

But this "logic of failure" is overturned in the cross, which is perceived as "a
scandal," but 1s where God makes manifest the ultimate victory of his love for his
people, the pope said.



