December 6, 2015
Twenty-Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker

Dec. 5 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

+Patrick Michael Zarichansky req’d by Mary & Nicholas Zarichansky

Dec. 6 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS
Intention of our Parish Family

Dec. 8 (Tue) Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
FEAST OF THE MATERNITY OF ST. ANNA

Dec 11 (Fri) Pre-Nativity Moleben 7:00pm

Dec 12(Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

Dec 6 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Sunday of the Holy Forebears
Intention of our Parish Family
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord,
¢ God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Dec. 6 thru Dec. 12

for the Parishioners of St. Stephen.

Let us remember in our pravers all of our friends and parish family members who are sick at

home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham. Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose
Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic.
Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Mary Soltis,

Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron, Sr.

Our Tithe to our Church
Sunday, Nov. 29..................... $1,894.00
Goal for November .................. §9,000.00

Total Donations for November .... $9.,583.70
(Five Sundays)
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LOOKING AHEAD

As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our

parish calendar.

* Dec. 8

* Dec. 11

* Dec. 16

* Jan. 10

Feast of the Maternity of St. Anne
Solemn Holy Day

Emmanuel Moleben
Pre-Nativity Service

Penance Service—Confessions
(Several Priests available for confession)

Annual St. Stephen Parish Dinner
at Banquets Unlimited

CHRISTMAS DAYS OF PRAYER

As part of your preparation for Christmas, Mt Macrina House of Prayer is offering two
Christmas Days of Prayer in December.

Saturday. 12 December 2015

4

9:15 am — 1:00 pm (includes lunch)

Sr Marian Senish, CDP will be the presenter

Offering: $30 — Registration Due: 7 Dec.
Sunday. 13 December 2015

1:15 pm — 5:00 pm (includes supper)
Msgr George Appleyard will be the presenter
Offering: $30 — Registration due: 8 Dec.

This would be an excellent way to help in your personal spiritual preparation for the
upcoming feast of the Nativity of our Lord.



PIROHY THIS WEEK!!!

Yes, it is time once again for our Pirohy Project here at St Stephen Parish. We will be
making these delicious and tasty treats once again on Monday and Tuesday, beginning
at 9:00 am. December is the big month for selling these since so many folks are waiting
for them for their Christmas Eve dinners. So, if you are able, please plan to join us on
these days.

Even though there is a tiny bit of work involved, this is far surpassed by the camaraderie
and support that we all offer each other by coming together and sharing the work of our
hands. And, besides, you’re not going to find this much fun this side of the pearly
gates!

Please check with your doctor to make sure your heart is
healthy enough for this much fun! /\

CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL

With the Archieparchial Choir
Sunday, December 20, 2015
2:00 PM

St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall

k 5 Achoral program featuring beautiful and beloved Christmas
° : hymns and carols from Byzantine and Westemn traditions.

)\ J . : y .
- Hospitality reception with refreshments and treats following

' ﬁ:jjl program in lower level of the cathedral. All are Welcome —
";f‘ — No admission charge.

FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS

It 1s easy to understand why this holy bishop has become so closely
connected with the festival of Christ's birth. The stories about the
saint, fabricated and embroidered in Christian imagination over the
ages, 1n various times and places, all tell of the simple faith and love

of the man known only for his goodness and love.

The extraordinary thing about the image of Saint Nicholas in the Church is that he is
not known for anything extraordinary.

He was not a theologian and never wrote a word ... yet he is famous in the
memory of believers as a zealot for the true faith ...

He was not an ascetic and did no outstanding feats of fasting and vigils ... yet
he is praised for his possession of the fruit of the Holy Spirit ... love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control ...

He was not a mystic (in our present meaning of the term) ... yet he lived daily
with the Lord and was godly in all of his words and deeds ...

He was not a prophet in the technical sense ... vet he proclaimed the Word of
God, exposed the sins of the wicked, defended the rights of the oppressed and
afflicted, and battle against every form of injustice with supernatural
compassion and mercy ...

In a word, he was a good pastor, father, and bishop to his flock, known especially for
his love and care for the poor. Most simply put, he was a divinely good person.

The Messiah has come so that human beings can live lives which are, strictly speak-
ing, humanly impossible. He has come so that people can really be good. One of the
greatest and most beloved examples among believers that this is true is the holy bishop
of Myra ... about whom almost nothing else in known, or needs to be known ... except
that he was a good person. For this reason alone, he remains ... the very spirit of
Christmas ...

(from The Winter Pascha, by Fr Thomas Hopko)



FEAST OF THE MATERNITY OF ST. ANNE

The story 1s well known. It follows the familiar lines of so many of the biblical stories
as well as those taken from the rich treasure of the tradition of the Church.

Joachim and Anne, the pious couple, were childless. Every prayer, every hope, every
plea ... seemed to go unanswered. And now they found themselves in old age ... far be-

yond the child-bearing age.

To add insult to injury ... Joachim now found that his gifts were not even accepted at the
temple. The high priest refused to accept Joachim's offering ... because he was certain
that there was something terribly wrong or sinful about this couple ... since they were
not blessed with children.

Joachim ... dejected beyond description ... went into the hills in solitude. Anne, his wife,
was similarly lamenting her fate in the garden ... when they were both visited by an an-

gel of God ... who announced that now in their old age ... they would be given a child.

Anne runs in joy to meet Joachim ... and he too is running to
| meet her ... when they meet at the city gate! There they em-
s brace ... and that magnificent scene of this elderly couple embrac-
= ¥ ing at the city gate ... lovingly locked in each other's arms ... and
veaediti without words they simply share that moment of consolation and
W S gm| J0y ... and this is the scene that is captured in the icon of this
pz—stm| feast!

Perhaps this should be a feast that is dedicated to all couples ... to
~ those blessed with offspring ... and to those whose love is no less
blessed, even if they are without children. For the love of a couple, rich in itself ... is
the only human relationship that has been raised to the dignity of a sacrament.

And God has often used this image of married love ... as an 1mage or icon of his own
relationship with us!

Each time a couple shares their love ... unselfishly and lovingly ... they are indeed an
icon of God's presence with us ... and a sacrament bearing witness to this love!

ETERNAL MEMORY!

In your kindness please remember in your prayers the servant of
God, the priest Richard Whetstone, who fell asleep in the Lord this
last Sunday and whose funeral took place in Warren OH this past
Friday.

Fr Richard served St Stephen Church two different times and has left a lasting impres-
sion on many of our parishioners. May the Lord God grant him a blessed repose and

eternal rest! Etemal Memory! Vicnaja Jemu Pamjat’!

HOLY YEAR OF MERCY

Officially proclaiming the upcoming jubilee year of mercy, Pope Francis has powerful-
ly called on the entire Catholic Church to refashion itself as a place not of judgment of
condemnation but of pardon and merciful love. The pontiff states that the church’s
“very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love.”

The jubilee, which is to be called the Holy Year of Mercy, will begin on
Dec. 8, 2015. It will close on Nov. 20, 2016. On Dec. 8, Pope Francis
will be opening the special holy door of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome to

mark the beginning of the jubilee.

Francis states that he hopes that with its opening, the door "will become a Door of
Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles,

pardons, and instills hope."

To emphasize that the special year 1s just not for those able to come to Rome, the
pontiff says he 1s going to ask every diocese to identify a similar "Door of Mercy" at a
cathedral or other special church to be opened during the year.

"Every Particular Church, therefore, will be directly involved in living out this Holy
Year as an extraordinary moment of grace and spiritual renewal," writes the pope.



