October 4, 2014
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Oct. 3 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
+Jean Dzura req’d by Pauline Kaloski
Oct. 4 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Health & Well-being of Elizabeth, Rebecca & Alexander
Req’d by Carl & Helen Magdic
Oct. 4 <8 Annual Clergy Retreat

Oct 9 (Fr1) Divine Liturgy 8:30am

Oct. 10(Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

Oct. 11(Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Michael John Rosko

req’d by John, Maryann & Connor Lydon
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Sunday September 27—Sunday Collection: $1,749.00
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Oct.
& 4 thru Oct. 10 for +Joseph Hreha. Eternal Memory.
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o Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
ﬁ\\\-’ bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
. need of our prayers.
}aﬁ .#"h James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell,
Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz,
Carl Magdic, Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Helen Rizzi, Joseph Rusinko, Maria
Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron, Sr.

ANNUAL CLERGY RETREAT

Each year all the clergy (bishop, priests, deacons) are required to make a spiritual re-
treat. This 1s a time dedicated to liturgical prayer together, personal prayer, reading,
reflection, and conferences as well as time for camaraderie among the clergy.

This retreat normally takes place at the Antiochian Village in Ligonier PA, a retreat
and conference center that is located in the beautiful rolling hills of the Laurel
Mountains.

This is not a time for the business of the Archeparchy or for on-going education of the
clergy. This normally takes place in the spring at the annual Clergy Days. The retreat
1s totally spiritual in nature and is necessary for the clergy to continue to develop their
spiritual life so as to be able to minister effectively throughout the year.

So, during this week, please pray with and for the clergy that this may be a spiritually
growth-filled time of blessings.

SAVE THE DATE

Back by popular demand....The second annual St. Stephen Oktoberfest will be held on
Sunday, October 11 after the Divine Liturgy. Come and enjoy your favorite German
delicacies including kolbassi and kraut, wieners, potato salad and of course chocolate
cake. There will be a sign up-sheet in the back of the church in order to make the menu
complete, so please see if there 1s something you would like to bring. The afternoon
will be filled with fun, fellowship and food. Don't miss it!

Dfferin Soon, we will be ordering the offering envelopes for next year
E“Vﬂlﬂp_f_'_ﬁ (2016). If there are any additions or corrections, please let tl‘m office

e know. You can call the office on Monday or Tuesday mornings or
Eheir o | you can drop a note in the collection basket. The children’s enve-
%’a f'_*_;g_; - —| lopes, in particular, need to be updated.




The following is a list of some of the major improvements undertaken this summer.

Gold replating of two parish chalices
Completely new walkways along the front of the church

Removal of the step at the entrance to the social hall and replacing it with a ramp

New gutters and downspouts on the church and social hall, together with “gutter guards™
along the tree side

New shingled roof over rectory office
New glass block windows in the social hall kitchen
New tables for the social hall

New chairs for the social hall

New stage risers for the social hall
New steel fire door on the stairway from the Educational Wing to the social hall

New doors and storm doors on the rectory

New fire door between rectory basement and garage

Paving of the upper portion of the parking lot and sealing of all the rest of the parking lot

Striping the parking lot to designate parking places (to allow emergency vehicles access at
all times )

Purchase of a new garden tractor for grass cutting

Purchase of an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) (training will be offered this fall)

Whew! It’s been a busy summer!

And the good news 1s that all this 1s completely paid for! The regular donations by our
parishioners, plus the substantial profit from the pirohy project and the special bingos,
allowed us to do most of this work.

The parking lot re-paving and sealing were able to be completed largely through a very gen-
erous donation by an anonymous benefactor (not a parishioner). Please offer a prayer of
gratitude for those who bless us with such generosity.

Now we begin anew to build up our savings so that we may continue to maintain and im-
prove all our facilities. And even more importantly, we strive to build up our parish com-
munity as a strong family of faith. — Together we can do great things!

THE SOWER AND THE SEED

The parable of the Sower and the Seed is one of those beloved stories that most of us have
heard many times, even from our early years. Obviously, it must have grasped the imagination
of the people to whom Jesus first preached it ... and to the rest of the early Christian communi-
ty. People. for whom farming was one of the major occupations. would have easily related to
the story

For not every seed that is planted bears fruit ... especially given the
i taa:  method of planting that was used in ancient Palestine. Contrary to our
e wore:  methods today ... they first scattered the seed ... then they plowed over
- ®  the land. It was only natural that some of the seed would have landed
. along footpaths and in soil that was not very good or very deep. Yet,
_ some of it would indeed and in good soil ... and these seeds would bring
% about arich harvest.

The way that the Gospel-writer Luke situates this parable ... the stories
he tells both before and after it ... help us to see his particular emphasis.

In contrast to the other Gospel-writers, Luke stresses the role of faith in the response of Chris-
tians. In the explanation of the parable, he states that

... those on the footpath are people who hear,
but the devil comes and take the word out of
their hearts lest they believe and be saved ... (Luke 8.12)

You see. we can never take anything for granted! Even if we already have something ... there
1s no guarantee that we will keep it forever. We can lose that which we have initially been giv-
en or what we think we may have. The different soils had the seed ... but they lost it. It 1s only
when we are obedient in faith that we may keep that which we have been given.

AROUND OUR PARISH

Undoubtedly everyone has noticed some or many of the repairs, improvements and up-
grades around our parish this spring and summer. After listening to the many sugges-
tions offered by parishioners and members of the Parish Advisory Council, a list of
these needs was drawn up and prioritized. Then the work began!



