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February 4, 2018
SUNDAY OF MEAT FARE

Lituregical Schedule
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3 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
+Jean & Michael Dzura req by Vera & Ralph Girman

4 (Sun) Sunday of Meatfare
ECF Classes 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Intention of Thomas Wells & GeoffrevMackey

6 (1'ue) Divine Liturgy 8:30am

8 (T'hu) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Nicholas & Elizabeth Petro

. 10 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S5:00pm

Service of Mutual Forgiveness
+Joseph lanmi req by Kevin & Karen lanni

. 11 (Sun) Sunday of Cheesefare
ECF Classes 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Service of Mutual Forgiveness
Intention of Our Parish Family

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord.
God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Feb. 4 thru Feb.

10 for +Ted Druga req by MaryAnn Druga.
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January 28, 2018
Our Tithe to our Parish—S$2,894.00

”{{ ' Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
3

bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in

4 3 i T
i!é, .y need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Rosella Busko, Marion Campbell,

John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi, Rose Marie Rupnik, Joseph
Rusinko, Sue Sabol, Ed Suzina, Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, John

Voron Sr.

Beverly's Birthdayvs

Thank you to everyone who participated in the collection for Beverly's Birthdays. All
the items were delivered to their Irwin office this past week. The organization is
thankful for the generosity shown by our parish. Here is a breakdown of what was
collected, which will benefit underprivileged kids in the area.

Clothing: 20 items Books: 12

Shoes: 2 pair Toys: 27 (dolls/games/etc.)

Blanket: 1 Make-Up: 2 sets ﬁﬁ/;/ay T
Backpacks: 2 Crafts: 12 kits Aty !

Gift Cards: 2 PJ's:5 birthd#y * \"“ J
Hats: 2 Socks:2 =5 ifE
Scarves/Gloves: 3 Body Care.2 ‘%-: ;;'g'

February 12, 2018
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FORGIVENESS SUNDAY

Next Sunday is also called Forgiveness Sunday. It is the time in which we ask
forgiveness of family and loved ones and friends before we begin the Great Fast.
We want to begin in peace and in harmony with each other. We want to leave be-
hind the hurts and pain that we have caused, either knowingly or unknowingly.

Hence, at the end of the Divine Liturgy on Saturday and Sunday, we will have the
expression of seeking forgiveness of each other so that we may enter the arena of
the Fast in peace and mutual forgiveness.

ECF NEWS
(A Note from Kristen, our Co-ordinator)

Next Total Parish ECF Session

The third installment of our monthly Parish Eastern Christian For-

a mation Program will be on Sunday, February 18 after the 10:30 litur-
2y. There will NOT be a9 a.m. class for kids on this Sunday. There
will be a pot-luck lunch before the break-out sessions with side dishes
needed, so please see sign-up sheets in the back of the church.

Following the meal, Seminarian Paul will gather with the teens and Seminarian
Tom will handle the breakout session for the adults. The kids group will meet in
the education wing for a fun lesson. We have been averaging about 40 people for
the parish program. Organizers hope to see even more people turn outin February
since we had a January break. Please take advantage of this opportunity to grow in
faith along with your fellow parishioners in Christ.

SUNDAY OF MEATFARE

Today 1s called “Meatfare Sunday” ... because in the traditional discipline of our
church, it was the final day for eating meat until Easter. The fasting from meat began
today as a sort of preparation for the more rigorous discipline of Great Lent.

It 1s interesting that in the Latin language, “Meat-fare” is “Carnival” (“‘carnis” = meat
... “vale” = take away). And so the final day of eating meat in the West was known as
the day of “Carnival”.

It was a day of celebration and merry-making before the beginning of Lent. However,
over the years, the word “carnival” has simply come to mean any organized program of
amusements or entertainment; in fact, in many places around the world, it has become
an excuse for extravagant celebrations and near-orgies.

The Tradition of the Byzantine Church 1s much more restrained. Our church 1s a wise
teacher. We do not go into Lent all of a sudden. There is a gradual approach ... plac-
ing before us the themes of humility and repentance ... judgment and forgiveness. We
are gradually invited to slow down our life-styles and enter into a Lenten style of life.

Today’s Gospel about the Last Judgment is a somber reminder to all of us that we shall
indeed one day stand before the face of God ... to give an account for our freedom.
What did we do with our lives? ... How did we exercise our responsibility? ...

And Jesus tells us that the rules for judgment will be very clear ...How do we treat each
other? ... How do we reach out to the needy? ... For ... when we reach out to others
... it is actually Jesus that we touch ...



MEAT FARE WEEK
Some Liturgical notes

In the Western Churches the approach to the Great Fast (Lent) is quite different from

the Eastern Churches. As seen above, Carni-vale (Carnival), the traditional time of

giving up eating meat, has become synonymous with great frivolity, parades, raucous
behavior, much eating and drinking. In fact, it is often called Mardi Gras, which is
French for Far Tuesday!

And then, the door slams. It 1s Ash Wednesday, and the time of fasting begins.

In the Eastern tradition, we actually begin to prepare this week, the week of Meat
Fare. This is the time when we stop eating meat (or, alternatively, begin a mitigated
form of the fasting that we will do during the Great Fast).

And, if you look at the liturgical schedule for the
Do not neglect the week in the parish, you will notice that there are no

" Divine Liturgies on Wednesday and Friday as we
: itatinn of usually do. AI}d if you look at the liturgic‘al calrsfn-
s | 2 dars you receive from the church, you will notice
SSLENIRICE that there is no Epistle and Gospel listed as they
usually are. Instead, there are Old Testament read-
ings much like we have during the Great Fast.

I'e

st; it constitutes

St Anthony the Grest

There is a reason for this. These days are called a-lifurgical days, that is, days on
which the Divine Liturgy is not celebrated. They are seen as a type of pre-Lenten
days. This 1s our way of easing into the Lenten season.

This is also a time to remind us to look seriously and reflect on how we plan to keep
the Lenten fast this year. We will have more to say about this next week.

MOUNT MACRINA HOUSE OF PRAYER ANNOUNCES
NEW PROGRAM

MORNING RETREAT— Women of the Old Testament
Helenanne Hochendoner

Saturday, February 17, 2018, 10:00am—1:00pm
Offering : $35, includes lunch. Registration due: Feb. 13

' Women in the Old Testament had significant roles in the
#8 unfolding of God’s salvation history. By looking at two

s women in particular, Bathsheba and Tamar, the partici-
| pant can gain an understanding of their historical setting,
their participation in the development of God’s plan for
humankind, and the deeper meanings of their stories that
can bring us closer to God.
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Helenanne is a Byzantine Catholic, wife, mother, retired nurse who recently completed
the Master’s degree in Byzantine theology at the Seminary.

CONGRATULATIONS

Sl This afternoon, two men will be ordained by Metropolitan
24 William to the subdiaconate. Tom Wells, a seminarian
#8 who 1s serving in our parish this year, and Geoffrey
Mackey, a member of a parish in which Fr John formerly
served, will be received into the subdiaconate in the Semi-
§ nary Chapel.

As one i1s being prepared for the diaconate or the priesthood, there are several steps
along the way. The man is first ordained as a Reader (Epistle reader) and Cantor. Lat-
er, at the call of the bishop, he is ordained as a subdeacon. A subdeacon is a formal title
of a liturgical server, and especially one who assists the bishop at the Liturgy.

We offer our prayerful congratulations to these two men and pray for them as they con-
tinue their preparation for the diaconate or the priesthood.



