November 29, 2015 LOOKING AHEAD

Twenty-Seventh Sunday After Pentecost As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our

Nov 28 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm parish calendar.

Intention of our Parish Family
Nov 29 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am " Dec. 4 Emmanuel Moleben

Intention of all those who suffer from the acts of terror in Paris SAENAHILY DetvIce
Nov 30 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am * Dec. 6 Feast of St. Nicholas
Dec 2 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Dec 4 (Fri) Pre-Nativity Moleben 7:00pm * Dec. 11 Emmanuel Moleben
Dec 5 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm Pre-Nativity Service
+Patrick Michael Zarichansky req’d by Mary & Nicholas Zarichansky * Dec 16 T

Dec 6 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am (Several Priests available for confession)

FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS

Intention of our Parish Family *  Jan. 10 Annual St. Stephen Parish Dinner

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm at Banquets Unlimited -

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Nov. 29 thru Dec. 5
| for the health and welfare of the Abraham Family. DAYS OF PRAYER

‘r As part of your preparation for Christmas, Mt Macrina House of Prayer is offering two

Christmas Days of Prayer in December.
Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who

are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers. “N ¢ Saturday, 12 December 2015
\
i

James Abraham. Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose
Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic, 927 e  Sr Marian Senish, CDP will be the presenter
Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky. Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko. Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis.
Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, Fr. Richard Whetstone, John Voron, Sr.

e 9:15am— 1:00 pm (includes lunch)

¢ Offering: $30 — Registration Due: 7 Dec.
¢ Sundav. 13 December 2015

e 1:15pm-—5:00 pm (includes supper)

Our Tithe to our Church e Msgr George Appleyard will be the presenter
Sunday, Nov. 22..................... $§1,988.00 e Offering: $30 — Registration due: 8 Dec.
Pirohy ....ooeunnnniiiiiiiieee..... 83,742.00 ¢ This would be an excellent way to help in your personal spiritual preparation for the

upcoming feast of the Nativity of our Lord.



IN YOUR PRAYERS

Fr Richard Whetstone, a former pastor of St Stephen Church and more recently a patient
at Mount Macrina Manor Nursing Home, suffered a massive stroke this week and is
now in a coma in Uniontown Hospital. Please remember him in your prayers.

Fr Regis Dusecina, also a former pastor of St Stephen Church, is recuperating nicely
from triple by-pass surgery and is expected to back in the parish this weekend. Let us
continue to pray for Fr Regis’ health and full recovery.

CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL
With the Archieparchial Choir

Sunday, December 20, 2015
2:00 PM
St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall

_ A choral program featuring beautiful and beloved Christmas
& /) hymns and carols from Byzantine and Westemn traditions.

S ﬂ Hospitality reception with refreshments and treats following pro-

i -

8 gram in lower level of the cathedral. ~ All are Welcome
Lo No admission charge.

LISTENING

Amma Theodora said that a teacher ought to be a stranger to the desire
for domination, vain-glory, and pride; one should not be able to fool
them by flattery, nor blind them by gifts, nor conquer them by the stom-
ach, nor dominate them by anger; but they should be patient, gentle
and humble as far as possible; they must be tested and without parti-

sanship, full of concern, and a lover of souls.

Theodora was one of the Mothers (Amma) of the desert ... a part of that group of
women and men who left the "world" and entered a life of contemplation in the desert.

Their goal was not to "run away" ... it was to "run toward" God ... to find a place
where they could listen deeply to the voice of God who spoke in the silence of their
hearts. Although they lived rigorous ascetic lives, and often under very harsh condi-
tions ... they were not engaged in some sort of "spiritual olympics" ... but instead, they
became some of the most compassionate and understanding people ... men and women
who probed the depths of the human heart ... who, because they learned to listen to

themselves, ... could also listen deeply to both God and others.

Hence, Theodora speaks to all who would be teachers, parents and
educators, catechists and coaches, clergy and counselors, grandpar-
ents and neighbors ... in a word, to all who would offer advice to

others.

Go back and read her words once again. We realize that this kind of wisdom does not
come from books ... but from the experience of daily living and deep listening.

We are all submerged in a cacophony of voices and noises that clamor for our atten-
tion. And we all need to find a quiet place and quiet time ... just to listen deeply ...
and the same voice of God that spoke to Theodora ... still speaks ...

But, we must listen ...



EMMANUEL MOLEBEN

Our Church is truly a church for all seasons!

Throughout the year, we have a great variety of liturgical services to help guide us
through the year with its feast and fasts, with times of reflection and times of celebra-
tion, with services that are at times exulting with joy and at other times somber and sub-

dued.

We are currently in this pre-Christmas season (in the event that you have been living in
a cave and haven’t noticed it!!!), and we are surrounded by the sights and sounds and
smells of the season. And each year, we lament the “over-commercialization™, even as
we tend to prepare earlier and earlier ourselves.

Well, our Church offers us an antidote for all this. Yes, we have a pre-Nativity Prayer
Service called the “Emmanuel Moleben,” a service that focuses our attention on the
spiritual meaning of this season — a time of preparing for the coming of the Messiah,

Emmanuel. a name which means “God is with Us!”

We will begin our preparation this Friday by celebrating this Service here at St Stephen
Church at 7:00 pm. Give yourself the gift of a respite from everything else and join us

in prayer at this time.

HOLY YEAR OF MERCY

Officially proclaiming the upcoming jubilee year of mercy, Pope Francis has powerful-
ly called on the entire Catholic Church to refashion itself as a place not of judgment of
condemnation but of pardon and merciful love. The pontiff states that the church’s

“very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love.”

"Perhaps we have long since forgotten how to show and live the way of mercy. The
temptation ... to focus exclusively on justice made us forget that this i1s only the first,

albeit necessary and indispensable step."

"The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more. It 1s
time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers
and sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the cour-

age to look to the future with hope."

Francis also notes that Dec. 8 will mark the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council and says: "The Church feels a great need to keep this event alive."

The jubilee, which is to be called the Holy Year of Mercy, will begin on
Dec. 8, 2015. It will close on Nov. 20, 2016. On Dec. 8, Pope Francis
will be opening the special holy door of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome to

mark the beginning of the jubilee.

Francis states that he hopes that with its opening, the door "will become a Door of
Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles,
pardons, and instills hope."

To emphasize that the special year is just not for those able to come to Rome, the
pontiff says he is going to ask every diocese to identify a similar "Door of Mercy" at a
cathedral or other special church to be opened during the year.

"Every Particular Church, therefore, will be directly involved in living out this Holy
Year as an extraordinary moment of grace and spiritual renewal," writes the pope.



