July 28 (Sat)

July 29 (Sun)

Aug 4 (Sat)

Aug S (Sun)

Aug. 6 (Mon)

July 29,2018
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Liturgical Schedule

Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
+Anna Marie Borosko req by Pat Pierro

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Intention of our Family

Divine Liturgy S5:00pm

Intention f the Living and Deceased of the Belak Family
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Bryvan Mihalick req by George & Diane Michalik

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGUATION OF OUR LORD

Divine Liturgy 7:00pm

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of July
% 29 thru Aug. 4 for +Fr. Gregory Michalisin ~~ Eternal Memory .
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Our Tithe to our parish
July 22,2018 -$2,062.00

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Rosella Busko, Marion
Campbell, John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi, Joseph Rusiko,
Sue Sabol, Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.
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A Celebration of Marriage

There will be a Divine Liturgy on September 9, 2018, at 3:00pm at St. Elias Church for
those celebrating wedding anmversaries of (10,25,35,40.45,50, and
every 5 years thereafter)in the year 2018. Following the Divine Litur-
gy of Thanksgiving, a banquet dinner will be served in the church so-
cial hall. Each couple will receive a certificate and 1s photographed
with Archbishop Wilham. The photograph will be mailed at a later
date. (Certificates are sent to those who are unable to attend.) If you
plan to attend, please let Fr. John know as soon as possible. Names must be submitted to the

chancery as soon as possible.

BLESSING OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

N - The feast of the Holy Transfiguration occurs in the beginning of our
. harvest season. As a sign of the transfiguration of all creation, we

’g bring the first fruits of the earth to the church to be blessed on this

feast.

=l

Each family 1s encouraged to bring a basket of fruit or vegetables ...
from your own gardens, 1f possible ... and these will be blessed at the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy next Monday.

In this way, our daily lives are brought into the Liturgy ... and the Liturgy reaches out to
touch on transfigure our daily hives.



PAUL WARCHOLA WEST TO BE TONSURED

Okay, I can hear 1t already: What 1n the world 1s ronsure!

Tonsure literally means a cutting of hair. In a religious

setting, 1t means the cutting of the hair to signify a per-
son’s new commuitment. You’ve probably seen the
Buddhist monks with their saffron robes and shaved
heads. The shaved head 1s one form of tonsure.
You’ve probably also seen paintings of monks with

. their head shaved leaving only a ring of hair around the
'- | head, This 1s yet another form.
_. -

Today, when a man 1s preparing to become a priest (or, a woman preparing to be a
nun), they begin by receiving the tonsure. The tonsure as a sign of their new commut-
ment. The head 1s not shaved

Whew says Paul! (!); instead the bishop cuts of four tufts of hair in the form of a cross.

This constitutes the beginning of a process that eventually leads to ordmation to the
priesthood; but that 1s down the road a piece; there are other intermediate steps that
will take place. We can talk about them when the time comes.

In the meantime, let us rejoice with Paul and his famuly and contimue to pray for them.
We look forward to Paul’s return to St Stephen on 12 August.

NORWIN ART LEAGUE
44TH ANNUAL ART EXHIBIT

This annual event will be held at Redstone Highlands Clubhouse in North Huntingdon
on September 6-9, 2018. A reception will be held on September 6th between 7-9PM.

Registration deadline for entries 1s August 13, 2018

For further information, please contact Kathleen Fenk, Coordmator, NAL Art Exhibit
at 240-731-2838.

FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION

Come, O people, and follow me;
let us ascend the holy and heavenly mountain.
Let us spiritually stand in the city of the living God,
and in spirit let us contemplate the immaterial divinity
of the Father and the Spirit shining in the only Son.

The Holy Transfiguration has a special place in the life of the Lord and in our own spiritual
lives.

Taking the mmner circle of his disciples (Peter. James and John)., Jesus went up to Mount Ta-
bor ... and there He was transfigured ... that 1s. his divine glory shone through his humanity
in such a way that the disciples were able to gain a glimpse of who He truly is.

In the icon of the feast. we see the disciples thrown backwards ...
overwhelmed, as it were. by the awesomeness and brilliance of this
sight. Their human minds could not completely grasp and contain
that which they beheld. Yet. even though they could not fully un-
derstand this ... they were nevertheless being prepared for what they
would face in the future.

For. it would be these same three disciples. Peter, James, and
John ... who would be with the Lord Jesus on another hillside ... at
the time of his agony and suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane.

But the Transfiguration 1s not just about the past ... it 1s about us al-
so. As with each of the feastdays ... it speaks to us about our human condition.

What does the Transfiguration tell us about ourselves?

It shows us our destiny ... it tells us that each of us is called and destined to be transformed ...
to be transfigured ... to be changed ... in such a way that the divine light shines through us.

We are each to be an icon of the divine presence.
If you look at an icon ... you notice that there 1s no external source of light ... hence there are

no shadows. Rather. the source of light i1s from within ...t 1s filled with the divine radi-
ance ... and shines with an inner light.

This 1s our destiny ... to be filled with the light of God from within.
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The parish family offers condolences to the family of Dennis
and Monica Mellon on the passing of Monica’s mother,
Mary Rohall. May God grant her rest and eternal memory.
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POPE FRANCIS REFLECTS ON THE BEATITUDES

The Bible uses the heart to describe our real intentions,” explains Francis, “the
things we truly seek and desire, apart from all appearances.” This Beatitude “speaks
of those whose hearts are simple, pure, and undefiled, for a heart capable of love ad-

mits nothmg that might harm, weaken or endanger that love.”

“A heart that loves God and neighbor (cf. Matthew 22:36-40 ), genuinely and not
merely 1n words, 1s a pure heart,” writes Francis.

“A Little Faith Goes a Long Way”
Matthew 17:14-23
Semunarian Paul Varchola West

Today’s Gospel passage from Matthew affords a rather keen insight into both the hu-
man nature of Jesus Christ, the person, as well as His teachings on faith. First and fore-
most, let us discuss Jesus Christ and His human nature. Being fully human, with the
exception of never having sinned, Christ was certainly vulnerable to experiencing hu-
man emotions as 1s evident several tumes throughout the Gospels. Here, Christ be-
comes seemungly frustrated with those around him (especially His disciples) when he
1s approached by people asking for help as Christ’s disciples were unable to do so.
Christ’s response to this plea for help could be a bit shocking. He says, ““You faithless
and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you? How much longer must
[ put up with you? Bring him here to me.” (Mt 17:17) Clearly, Jesus 1s fed up. Here we
see a teacher clearly frustrated with His students. In a way Christ 1s saying, “You all
have been with me for how long and you still do not get 1t? Just let me do 1t myself!”
Although frustrated, being a good teacher, Christ still has a lesson to teach his students.

.. When His disciples approach Him after the fact, they ask Christ why
they couldn’t cast out this simple demon. It seems to me that they are
shocked, or perhaps even a bit embarrassed for making a “rookie mis-
take.” It 1s at this moment that Christ reveals his true lesson. He tells
~ his disciples that they could not cast out the demon “Because of your
-2 | Iittle faith. For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard
~— 1 seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it
will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” (Mt 17: 20-21)
That 1s they key. Anyone with the smallest amount of faith 1s capable of the greatest
things. This faith, however, must be true faith. This faith must be unwavering and free
of doubt. Sure, our faith can be rattled, or perhaps even completely blown apart by a
tragic occurrence 1n our lives, but as long as there 1s a little kernel of faith buried deep
within us, we will be ok. Christ becomes frustrated because His disciples are still
doubting themselves, their personal faith and perhaps still doubting whether or not Je-
sus Christ 1s truly the Messiah. It 1s doubt that makes us incapable. When we find our-
selves 1n moments of serious doubt, we must remember today’s Gospel. We must re-
member the disciples and Christ’s message to them: look deep within yourself and find
the faith that you know 1s truth. This faith certainly 1s within each and every one of us,
1t just may be hard to find as a mustard seed 1s pretty small. If we look hard enough,
we will find 1t.




