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December 27, 2015
Sunday after Christmas
Feast of St. Stephen the Proto-Martyr

26 (Sat) SYNAXIS OF THE THEOTOKOS
Divine Liturgy S3:00pm

27 (Sun) Sunday after Christias
Feast of St. Stephen the Proto-Martyr
Remembrance of David, Joseph & James

Divine Liturgy w/ Procession 10:30am
28 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
30 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am

1 (Fri) FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD

FEAST OF ST BASIL THE GREAT
NEW YEAR'’S DAY
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

2 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S5:00pm

+Jeffrey John Busko req’d by Michael & Shirley Andrejko

3 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Sunday before Theophany
Intention of our Parish Family

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Dec. 27

thru Jan. 2 for +Peter and Mary Jackowski.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are
sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers.

,{: » James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell,

& i’t\ Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Fr. Bob Halus, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz,
‘.K r
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Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic, Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph
Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Ed Sudzina, Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis, Cecelia
Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron, Sr.

QOur Tithe to our Church
Sunday Dec. 20 ...eevrereriernennennereenn...$3,129.00

LOOKING AHEAD

As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our
parish calendar.

¥ Jan. 6 Feast of the Holy Theophany
7:00pm—Divine Liturgy and Solemn Blessing of Water

* Jan. 10 Annual St. Stephen Parish Dinner
at Banquets Unlimited
12:00 noon

MANY, MANY THANKS. ...

To those who helped decorate our church so beautifully for the feast days. We are
grateful to those who went out to purchase the flowers and to arrange them so tastefully,
to those who decorated the trees and who generally helped to make our church a lovely
and prayerful atmosphere. In our Byzantine tradition, beauty is an important element in
our worship and spirituality, and we always want to keep our church beautiful in such a
way that it lifts up our hearts and our spirits to God every time we enter.

OPEN HOUSE

Everyone is invited to an Open House at Mount Macrina House of Prayer in Uniontown
PA on Sunday, 3 January 2016. This would be a great time to see the house fully deco-

rated for the Christmas season — a real feast for the senses! Hope that you can make it.



OUR CHRISTMAS GREETING

During the Christmas season, we continue to greet each other with this salutation:

Christ is Born!  Christos RaZdajetsja!
Glorify Him! Slavite Jeho!

ST STEPHEN PARISH DINNER

Once again, we will celebrate our parish feastday after the Christmas holidays in a more
calm and relaxed atmosphere. As we did last year, we will meet at Banquets Unlimited
on Sunday, 10 January 2016 beginning at noon. Thus the dinner will follow immediate-

ly after the Sunday Divine Liturgy.

There are sign-up sheets at the entrance to our church. Please sign up as soon as possi-
ble so that we can make appropriate plans. And please indicate how many adults and

how many children will be attending.

Tickets are $20.00 per person for adults, and as we did last year, there will be no charge
for students through grade 12.

We look forward to being with all our parish family on this day to celebrate our life to-
gether.

A Special Request:

At the suggestion of a number of folks, for the St Stephen Parish Dinner, we will also
have a Cookie Table as part of the desserts.

Yes, what would a parish gathering be without the famous cookie o ‘L}K "
table that 1s so popular. So, you are invited to make some of your 6 ol ¢
favorite recipes and bring them to the dinner. It should be a wonderful "\ %

array of tasty treats!

SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST-MARTYR

On this the third day of Christmas, we commemorate the holy apostle and first-chosen
deacon of the early church, Stephen ... who also became the first martyr in the Chris-

tian tradition.

The very moving story of Stephen may be found in the 4 czs of the Apostles
(chap. 6 & 7).

It 1s well worth our while to re-read this account ... to hear how the early church
solved its problem about not having enough ministers ... how Stephen was chosen as
the first of seven deacons whose task it was to distribute food to the widows and the
needy ... how he was unjustly accused ... to listen to the stirring words of his address
when he was on trial ... and finally to hear his final words as he was being stoned to
death: Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ... Lord, do not hold this sin against them.The
word martyr means one who bears witness. The church has known many martyrs over
the centuries ... even to our own day where people are persecuted for their faith ... but

remain faithful and thus bear wimess ro Christ.

For Stephen and the other apostles ... they were not bearing witness to a doctrine or
any set of teachings. Rather, they were bearing witness to a person ... Jesus the Christ,
——— whom they had known personally ... whom they had heard and seen.

' They were so touched by his words and actions ... that they would con-
tinue to recount all he had said and done ... even if it meant persecution,
suffering and death. Thus, we celebrate the dearh of the martyrs as
: A\~ | their birth day in heaven.

When we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is always celebrated on an antimension ... a
small piece of cloth in which the relics of the martyrs are sewn. In this way, each Di-
vine Liturgy commemorates the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ ... and

also unites our offering with that of the holy martyrs ... the witnesses for our faith.



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

The days after a major feast in the Byzantine Tradition are dedicated to the various per-
sons associated with the feast. Thus the day after Christmas is focused on Mary, mother
of the Lord. The Sunday following Christmas is dedicated to the memory of David,

James and Joseph.

David, the ancestor of the Lord, was the shepherd boy who then became king. As shep-
herd, he prefigures Jesus the Good Shepherd; as king, he announces that Jesus would
indeed be King of all. He was also a great sinner, but he showed the way to repentance.
As the author of many of the Psalms that we still use in our worship, he contributed
much to the tradition of Hebrew and Christian prayer.

(& il
™) A7) James, the brother (or relative) of the Lord, was the first bishop
Sl m of Jerusalem. He reminds us that all Christian churches have their
== common roots in the Church of Jerusalem.

Finally, Joseph, is a good example of the holiness of the lay-person.
So many of the saints on our calendars are monks or martyrs, bishops
or priests ... but Joseph is a head of a family ... a laborer ... and a
good person. He can provide the model for Christian men ... seeking
to live a good family life ... while struggling with the questions and mysteries of life.
So often, God appeared to Joseph in a dream (as we see in this icon), and Joseph had to
struggle to try to understand, or at least to accept, the strange, yet wondrous events that
were taking place in his life.

CIRCUMCISION OF THE LORD

FEAST OF ST. BASIL

Following the prescriptions of the Law, Mary and Joseph took their child to be cir-
cumcised on the eighth day after his birth. At this time he was given the name
"Jesus", which means "God saves [his people]".

Y We also remember St. Basil the Great, a monk, bishop and great
" teacher of the Church. As we begin this New Year, we are surround-
ed with 1mages calling us to holiness and dedication.

The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. at St Stephen
Church on Friday, 1 January, to commemorate these two feasts.

OUR CONDOLENCES

We offer the condolences of our parish family to Betsy Wiggins and Amy Race on the
passing of their mother, +Dorothy Hleba. The funeral for Dorothy took place at SS
Peter & Paul Church in Duquesne PA this past Thursday. May the Lord God grant
eternal rest and a peaceful repose to his servant, +Dorothy, and may her memory be

eternal.

A SPECIAL THANKS!

I wish to offer a sincere word of gratitude to all those who so kindly remembered me
during this Christmas season with your cards, prayers and gifts. May the Lord be

good to you and grant you a New Year filled with health and happiness!

Fr Jorur

2016 Envelopes & Calendars

The 2016 offering envelopes and church calendars are now availa-
ble in the Education Wing and may be picked up at any time.

A special “Thank You” to the James Shirley Funeral for again
sponsoring our yearly calendars.



