June 24, 2018
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Liturgical Schedule

June 23 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
Intention of the Rusinko Family
June 24 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:00am
+Frank and Agnes Magdic req by Carl & Helen Magdic
June 29 (Fri) Birth of John the Baptist
Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
June 30 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
For the Parishioners
July 1 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Bryvan Mihalick req by George & Diane Mihalick

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ m our church during the week of

G June 24 thru June 30 for +Maria Rusinko ~ Eternal Memory.

June 17,2018
Our Tithe to our Parish—$1,548.00

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family
members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who
are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Rosella
Busko, Marion Campbell, John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi Helen Rizzi,
Rose Marie Rupnik, Joseph Rusinko, Sue Sabol, Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis, Mar-
garet Weber, John Voron Sr.

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC SEMINARY
MASTER OF ARTS IN THEOLOGY

This fall 2018, the Byzantine Catholic Seminary 1s making available 1ts Master of
Arts 1n Theology degree program with fully online courses. These classes are con-
sistent with those offered on campus and utilize many of our in-house faculty. In
keeping with our mussion statement, ““...teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20), Byzantine Online seeks to produce exceptional
academic leaders 1n Eastern Christian theology, scripture and dogma. A new chap-
laincy focus has been added as well. Through Byzantine Online, one has the chance
to join with a Catholic community who by God’s grace will form some of the
Church’s leaders. More information can be found at online.bcs.edu.

REDSTONE HIGHLANDS
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Redstone Highlands, right around the corner from our church on Lincoln Way, 1s
offering a number of full time, part time and casual opportunities for employment.
These mclude maintenance, housekeepmg and facility workers. It also includes
caregivers, nursing assistants, licensed nurses and nurse aid training.



As we approach the Divine Liturgy and the Eucharist, or even our private prayers, we
should ask ourselves, “What do I do to prepare myself for being in the presences of the
Lord? Do I even do anything at all?” It 1s so easy to fall into the trap of getting the kids
ready, throwing them 1nto the car and getting to the church on time that we may forget
why we are doing all that in the first place. Even when we prayer in our daily lives, do
we jJust sit down, say an “Our Father” and ask for a couple things while the day’s
thoughts fly through our minds? Regardless of how busy our lives are, we need to set
aside time for the Lord and for Him alone. Although we have a lot going on, we must
also properly prepare ourselves for this time spent in prayer. Believe me, I know how
difficult 1t 1s to find the time! How can we do 1t?

We must remember that taking time for ourselves 1s not a bad thing. Don’t sumply sit
down and pray. Take a few moments 1n silence, thinking of nothing then slowly moving
your mund to the Lord and your prayer. I would be willing to bet that that conversation
with God will be far richer. Make 1t a point to confess sins regularly in preparation for
receiving the Eucharist. To truly examine one’s conscience and realize just how they
have wronged others, God and themselves prepares the heart to become a vessel of the
Holy Spinit through receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. As we approach our spir-
itual life we must use today’s Gospel as a guide on how to approach the Lord: Have
faith, seek solitude and quietmess of mind and only speak when the time 1s right. Step-
ping back and preparing one’s self to be in the presence of the Lord will only deepen
our relationship with Him and with each other.

PARISH SERVERS “FAITH & FUN DAY” IS TUESDAY, JULY 31st

Altar Servers! Mark your calendar for July 31, 2018, and get ready for another great day
of “Faith & Fun.” Open to all active altar servers (elementary through high school), this
exciting day sponsored by the Archieparchial Office of Voca-
= tions 1s a way to say “thank you” to active altar servers for vol-
=amemn UNteering time and service to the Church. From The Divine Lit-
** urgy, to a hearty lunch, to a visit to the Pittsburgh Zoo, and
™ ending with a Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Game, you’ll have a
truly memorable experience. Don’t delay — see your pastor to
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“Preparing the Way”
Luke 1:5-25:57-69; 76; 80
Seminarian Paul Varchola West

This Sunday is a special Sunday as today we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the
Baptist. Of course, a rather significant feast on our liturgical calendar would include a rather
lengthy Gospel reading. Needless to say. there is quite a bit of information contained within
today’s Gospel account from Luke. To complicate things even a little more, the Gospel passage
for today 1s a composite reading. This means that different passages from Luke 1 have been
stitched together to create a unique reading that focuses directly on aspects of Luke 1 that are
pertinent to this particular feast. Despite its length and the jumping around in verses, one is still
able to take away a single theme from today’s Gospel: preparation.

John the Baptist 1s also commonly know as John the Forerunner, as 1t was his destiny to
come before Christ and prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah. Essentially,
John was to ease everyone into the fact that they were about to witness some truly mi-
raculous things. This 1s very clear in Luke 1: 17 when the angel Gabriel announces the
birth of the Forerunner by saying: “With the spirit and power of Elijjah he will go be-
fore him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wis-
dom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Furthermore,
John’s father Zechariah 1s forced into a period of preparatory silence when he doubts
the angel’s words. (v. 20) We also find John’s mother Elizabeth bringing herself into a
state of solitude for five months after she discovers she 1s pregnant, perhaps as a means
of prayer 1n thanksgiving for this muracle and to prepare herself for the events to come.
(v. 24-25) Finally, we hear of John himself that “the child grew and became strong in
spirit, and he was 1n the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel” (v. 80)

What 1s evident m each of the situations mentioned above 1s that, whether willingly or
unwillingly, each person involved here enters into a period of solitude 1n order to pre-
pare themselves to be conduits of the Holy Spint. Zechariah, unable to speak, has com-
munication with his community silenced. Presumably, one can see this as a way to
demonstrate that he must ready his heart and mund to be receptive to the workings of
the Lord. In Elizabeth, we see a woman who enters into voluntary solitude, perhaps to
gain both physical and spiritual strength. Then there 1s John the Baptist, a man known
for living 1n the wilderness and eating honey and locusts. Here we find John completely
removed from society until the time comes when his ministry 1s to begin. All this seclu-
sion 1s not to mean that these people were being antisocial, but rather, it demonstrates
just how significantly they viewed their spirituality as they approached the Lord and
the awesome power of the Holy Spirit. This leads me to wonder: How do we prepare
ourselves as we approach the same grandeur each and every Sunday?



