December 23, 2018

Sunday Before Christmas of the Ancestors

Liturgical Schedule

Dec. 22 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S5:00pm
+John Fekete req by Michael & Arlene Dzura
Dec. 23 (Sun) Sunday Before Christmas of the Ancestors

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Dec. 24 (Mon)VESPERS WITH THE DIVINE LITURGY
OF ST BASIL 8:00pm
Dec. 25 (Tue) CHRISTMAS - BIRTH OF OUR LORD
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Dec. 26 (Wed) SYNAXIS OF THE THEOTOKOS
Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Dec 27 (Thur)ST STEPHEN, PROTOMARTYR
Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
Our T1ithe to our parish
December 16,2018 - - - $1,699.00
December Pirohi Sale ---- $4,975.00
The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our
Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the
week of December 23 thru December 29 for all who are lonely

and 1n need of prayers during this holy season.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family
members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who
are in need of our prayers.

Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Marion Campbell,
Steven Fekete, Kevin Ianni, Carl Magdic, Fr. John Petro, Clarence Rizzi,
Helen Rizz1, Joseph Rusinko Sr., Sue Sabol, Ruth Seech, Mary Soltis,
Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, Debbie Vasko, John Voron Sr
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Mark Your Calendars for Januarv 13, 2019

This year’s get together will be held on Sunday January 13, 2019 at Woody’s Piazza
Ristorante mside the Antonelli Event Center at 100 Colony Drive just off Rt.30. It 1s
located up the hill behind the Howard Hanna Real Estate building. Festivities will
start at 12:00 noon followed by a sit down dinner at 1:00pm. You will be able to
choose one of three entrees from a menu that will be on the tables where you will be
sitting. Children up to age 12 will be able to select spaghetti with meatball or chicken
fingers and fries. Everyone will be able to enjoy homemade wedding soup, tossed sal-
ad, fresh baked Italian bread and non-alcoholic beverages. The cost for all of this deli-
cious food 1s just $25.00 for adults and, as 1n the past, children and our young adults
1n high school are free of charge. Signup sheets are 1n the vestibule of the

Church. Although there 1s no cost for children and young adults, please indicate their
ages 11 the approprnate column on the signup sheet because these meals vary accord-
Ing to age groups.

Hope to see you there.

Fr. John and the Parish Advisory Council

Important Note: The deadline for signing up is January 2" please do so
by then. For payment, envelopes are near the signup sheets, give them
to any of the ushers, drop them in the collection basket or give them to
Fr. John. As in years past there will be a cookie table set up so bring
your favorites for all to enjoy and to take home (if there are any left).



MOUNT SAINT MACRINA
HOUSE OF PRAYER

Program Schedule 724-438-7149

OPEN HOUSE
Jan. 13,2019
1:30pm - 3:30pm
Come and spend some time with the Staff
1n the warmth of the House of Prayer!

“WINTER RESPITE”
Sr. Carol Petrasovich, OSBM

Saturday, Feb. 2, 2019
10:00am - 1:00pm Includes Lunch

Offering: $35 Registration Due: Jan. 30
The stillness and unhurried days of Winter are

an ideal time to experience
“Rest in the Lord.”
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Calendars and Envelopes available in hall of the educational building.

Please let the office know of any additions, changes or errors.
e-mail: ststephennh(@outlook.com

Thank you again to the James Shirley Funeral Home for again supporting

our parish by sponsoring the yearly calenday.

SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS
O faithful,
let us celebrate beforehand the nativity of Christ;
let us raise up our minds to Bethlehem,
and we shall be raised up in spirit.
We shall meditate upon the Virgin who is on the way to the cave
to give birth to the Lord of all, and our God.
Joseph saw the magnitude of Christ’s miracles,
for He lowered himself to be revealed as human
and to be wrapped in swaddling clothes as an infant.
Joseph understood from the events that Jesus was the true God
who grants great mercy to our souls.

On this final Sunday before Christmas, our Church invites us to lift up our thoughts to
Bethlehem and to meditate upon the events that are to take place there.

Yes, in the mudst of all the activity of our busy lives ... we are invited to spend some
quiet time ... meditating ... for indeed, the time of salvation is drawing near ... since
the Lord will shine forth from Bethlehem ...

Try 1t for a few moments:

... simply close vour eves and imagine the city of Bethlehem ... bustling with
activity because of the census that was taking place at that time ... each one
returning to the city or village of origin ...

In the midst of all the people and activities ... reunions of old friends and fam-
ilv members ... the sharing of news ... rooms filled to the brim and businesses
booming ...

And underneath all this bustle, a cave quietly prepares itself ... magi already
beginning their mysterious journey at the beckoning of a star ... shepherds
noticing a strange stirring with their hearts ...

What about you? ... Where would you be 1n this picture ...???



THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY

Christ is born: let us glorify Him.
Christ comes down from heaven, let us go out to meet Him.
Christ lives on earth: let us exalt in joy.
All you faithful, sing to the Lord,
for He has been glorified.

Jesus 1s indeed the human face of God. He 1s the image of the Father whom no one
has ever seen. In Jesus, God bends the heavens and comes to earth.

L This feast of the birth of Christ into our world and 1nto our
- -. lives celebrates this closeness of God to us. Our God 1s not a
™ distant or remote God. We do not have to go 1n search of
) our God. Rather, God comes to us and makes his dwelling

| right 1n the nudst of our lives.

" So, where do we find God? We find Him 1n the daily events
* wd of our lives ... in the faces of each other ... in the warmth of
a smile or a compassionate word ... 1n the touch of an embrace ... 1n the willingness
to help each other ... in the joy of coming together to share a meal or a visit ...

If we “break open” each of these events that are done 1n love ... we can look 1nside

and discover the presence of God who comes to us! May we all offer the gift of be-
ing a bearer of God’s presence to each other!

HOLY SUPPER - SVJATY VECER - VELIJA

Among the Slavic peoples of Eastern Europe, a very dear custom 1s the special meal
that takes place on Christmas Eve. Traditionally this 1s a day of fasting and so the
meal 1s without meat. Different areas have their own customs and traditions, but the
centerpiece 1s always a meal, and this meal 1s always a /ioly meal. The table 1s set in
a very festive manner, and everyone comes to the table prepared, not just to eat, but
to share time together.

Whatever be the customs of your family, be sure to explain them to your children.
And , most importantly, be attentive that 1t 1s indeed a holy meal, a time where the

family and loved ones gather, tell the stories of Christmas’ past, reminisce about the
people and events that have helped to shape and form your family, and dream about
the future.
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