November 22, 2015 CHRISTMAS DAYS OF PRAYER

Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost As part of your preparation for Christmas, Mt Macrina House of Prayer is offering two Christ-
Nov 21 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm mas Days of Prayer in December.
+Albert Durica req’d by Ruth & Ray Seech ¢ Saturday. 12 December 2015
Nov 22 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am e 9:15am— 1:00 pm (includes lunch)

Intention of Deacon Joseph Wargacki e  SrMarian Senish, CDP will be the presenter

& Seminarian Byran Scotton

; : e Offermg: $30 — Registration Due: 7 Dec.
Nov 23 (Mon) [Fr. John serves a funeral at St. Nicholas in Greensburg]

¢ Sundavy. 13 December 2015

Nov 25 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am _
Michael Schott e 1:15pm-—5:00 pm (includes supper)
Nov. 26 (Thu) Divine Liturgy 9:00am » Msgr George Appleyard will be the presenter
THANKSGIVING DAY e Offering: $30 — Registration due: 8 Dec.
Nov 28 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm e This would be an excellent way to help in your personal spiritual preparation for the upcom-
Intention of our Parish Family ing feast of the Nativity of our Lord.
Nov. 29 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am FOOD BANK
Intention of all those who suffer from the acts of terror in As we approach the winter season, we become even more mindful of those who struggle
Paris to have enough food to eat, not only in poor nations around the world, but also right
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm here in our own communities.
The Sancmar.y Lamp mﬂti_““_es‘ to burn before _th': presence of Our Risen Lord. As a parish family, we wish to offer our help in some small way. On Thanksgiving
God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Nov. 22 thru Nov. Day, the collection that we take in church will be offered to the Westmoreland County
1 28 for all in the service of our country who are unable to spend Thanksgiving with Food Bank to assist them in helping the needy. In addition, for those who may not be
: family. here on Thanksgiving Day, there is an envelope provided in today’s bulletin so that you
may make an offering. Please place it into the collection basket the next time that you
Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are sick at are in church. Everything donated will go directly to the food bank.
home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers. As always, pray first ... and then let your heart guide you.

James Abraham. Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose

Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel. Ed Klotz. Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic. ,f'.*:f-\'
Fran Mogush. Fr. Anselm Orlosky. Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Mary Soltis. HK\”. LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LIHEAP)
'n‘.‘_-,- f »

Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, Fr. Richard Whetstone, The Pennsylvania L.ow Income Home Energy Assistance Program officially opened on Nov. 2,
John Voron, Sr. 2015 and closes on April 1, 2016. LIHEAP helps Pennsylvania citizens pay their heating bills
and resolve heating emergencies such as utility terminations and lack of fuel.

Our Tithe to our Church Applications are available in the vestibule of the church

Sunday, Nov. 15..................... §1,600.00



LOOKING AHEAD

As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our par-
1sh calendar.

e Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
e Decb Feast of St Nicholas
St Nicholas visits our parish
e Jan 10 Annual St Stephen Parish Dinner
At Banquets Unlimited
OUR SEMINARIANS

Today i1s the final Sunday on which our two seminarians will be with us. For the spring
semester they will each receive a new pastoral assignment. We are grateful to them for
their faithful service in our parish for these past two months.

Deacon Joseph Wargacki will have one more semester this spring at the
Seminary, and then he will return to his home Eparchy of Phoenix. With
the grace of God, he will later be ordained to the priesthood and be able to
share his ministry with the people of his Eparchy. It has been wonderful to
have a deacon serving at the Sunday Divine Liturgy, and the Liturgy is so
much fuller with the ministry of a deacon.

Seminarian Bryan Scotton was blessed to be ordained to the Subdiaconate

yesterday at the seminary. He is in the middle of his third year of a four-
year program. This semester he has trained several people in the proper manner of
chanting the Epistle, and they will be adding their gifts to our parish Liturgies in the fu-

ture.

We are grateful that they have been able to share their gifts with us, and we wish them
well as they continue their preparation for priestly ministry.

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thanksgiving Day ...
St. Nicholas ...

Pre-Nativity season ...

The coming weeks are filled with images of giving thanks ... of reaching out to share
with others, especially the needy ... of being both grateful and generous.

This 1s quite a recipe for a style of life during this pre-Nativity season. It all seems to
blend quite well into a way of living the Gospels in the spirit of this season of the year.

We begin with Thanksgiving. It seems to flow from the human
. heart. When we reflect upon all that we have been given, it seems

@) only natural to want to give thanks. But first, we need to be reflec-
k tive. We need to look at our lives and recognize all that we have

been given.

Our first gift 1s the gift of life itself! To be alive means to have opportunities! Yes, it
1s true that we cannot change the whole world around us ... we cannot even change
many of the situations in which we live. But every situation is an opportunity ... a
chance to grow and develop ... even in situations of pain and suffering. We can come

to know the compassion of God.

A healthy outlook on life recognizes the difficulties and dark parts of life ... but also
looks for the opportunities that await our discovery. With a healthy perspective, we
can then see all sorts of gifts ... people who love us ... a free country in which to live ...
ample food and other necessities of life ... opportunities to grow and develop.

Let us all take some time this week to look over our lives ... not just on the surface ...
and not just material possessions. Rather, let us look at the life God has given us ...
and ask ourselves: "What are the opportunities that God 1s giving me in my life situa-
tion? Where 1s God calling me?"

A heart that is in touch with God ... is a grateful heart.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE PARISH BULLETIN

The humble parish bulletin triumphed when nearly 3,600 people responded to a recent
survey on communications in the [Roman Catholic] Diocese of Pittsburgh. Their three
most important sources of information on the Catholic Church are their parish bulletin,
their pastor and the Pittsburgh Catholic newspaper, in that order, but younger Catholics

were underrepresented in the responses.

The survey was undertaken to “Listen to a broad cross-section of people and to under-
stand their needs and concerns.” The result should be better communication with par-
ishes, individual Catholics and the wider public, as well as better communication within
and between diocesan offices. One goal is to reach younger Catholics who increasingly
use mobile phones for communication.

However, the full breadth of the diocese wasn’t reflected in responses to the survey,
which was available both online and in two issues of the Pittsburgh Catholic. About

1,150 paper surveys were returned, and 2,450 done online.

Survey respondents said the parish bulletin and verbal communication from the pastor
are the most important ways that they receive information on the Catholic Church.
Church-related websites did not fare as well, with 57 percent indicating that their parish
website was very important or somewhat important and 50 percent saying the same of

the diocesan website.

One of the largest contrasts was in ways that younger Catholics preferred to receive in-
formation. All ages ranked verbal communication from the pastor, bulletin announce-
ments and fliers or handouts at church as their top three. However, for younger Catho-

lics the fourth most popular method was online via a computer or mobile device

Funny!

When others acts that way,
they’re belligerent;

When you do, you’ve got guts.

When others are set in their ways,
they’re obstinate;

When you are, it just firmness.

When others don’t like your friends, they are prejudiced;

When you don’t like theirs, you’re simply showing that you’re a good judge of human
nature.

When others takes time to do things, they are slowpokes;
When you do, you’re deliberate.

When others try to treat someone especially, well,
they’re polishing the brass;

hen do you, you’re using tact.

W
When others run risks in business, they’re foolhardy;
W

hen you do, you’re frank.

When others gets ahead, they sure had the lucky breaks;

But when you manage to get ahead, man! it was hard work that did it!

Funny, isn’t it — or 1s it???



