June 21 2015
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
Father’s Day

June 20 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Intention of our Living & Deceased Fathers
June 21 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am ;Happ Zw
Intention of our Living & Deceased Fathers ﬁf‘ﬁf =
June 24 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
Feast of the Birth of John the Baptist
June 27 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
June 28 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Leah Harris req’d by the Petteways
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The Sanctuary Lamp
, %ﬁ. continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior
| Jesus Christ in our church during the week of June 21 thru June 27 for all

Living & Deceased Fathers.
Call the office Mondays or Tuesdays to schedule the lamp
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June 14, 2015
Sunday Collection: $1,148.50

Jrr’:f\\?(,‘ Let us nemember in curn pragens all of cun Fuiends and Parish Family mem-
\ | bexs whe are sick at home ex in a nursing facility and fox all these whe axe in
i;_%rp_

Y need of cun prayens.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Carl Magdic, Fran
Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia
Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

NORWIN TOASTMASTERS CLUB

Looking to develop your speaking and leadership skills? Ace a job interview? Ignite your
career? Do you get nervous speaking i front of a group? Why not give Toastmasters a try?
We learn speaking and leadership skills while having fun and making new friends.

~ Come check out the club! We’re hosting an Open House at the Norwin
. a Public Library on Thursday, June 25th, at 6:30 pm (an earlier time than

For our regular meetings, we meet the second and fourth Tuesday of each

month from 7 to 8:30pm at St. Agnes Catholic Church in the Old Convent
Building (to the left of the church). For more information, contact Bernie Los at 412-751-5534
or Charlie Blythe at 724-864-5438.

SAVE THE DATE

Y ou know the experience.

You are trying to describe someone whom you see in church, but you don’t know or remember
their name. The face is familiar but the name escapes you. Or, it may be the other way around.
A friend mentions a name, and you recognize the name as a fellow parishioner of St Stephen
Church, but you just can’t picture the person.

Yes. we all go through that!

Well, we are planning to publish a new parish pictorial directory this fall. Our former one is
quite out-of-date and not too helpful these days.

This will help to put a name to faces that are familiar to us, but with whom we have not had the
chance to meet or talk. This directory will have the photos of each person or family along with
their current  address. e-mail address and telephone number.

= < The dates for the photos to be taken will be: 24, 25 & 26 September 2015. Please
¢ B - mark these dates on your calendar.

More information will be forthcoming as we come closer to the dates.



DEACON FORMATION PROGRAM

In the Catholic and Orthodox Churches, there are three major orders: bishop, priest
and deacon. Each has its own special calling and its own special gifts. We are all
aware of the role of the priest in our parishes and eparchy, and most of us have had
some sense of what the bishop does. He is the leader of the eparchy and the one who
insures the unity of all the churches.

However, we may not all be aware of the role of the deacon in our church.
The term “deacon” comes from the Greek which means a “servant.” In the
liturgical services, the deacon does most of the “active” roles, that is, he
chants the litanies, he does the incensations, he reads the Gospel and
assists the priest in various other ways.

In our Church throughout the United States, there is a program that prepares men for
this ministry; it is called the Deacon Formation Program and it takes place at the Byz-
antine Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh.

This program consists of a two-week intensive residential component each summer in
the month of June for four years. Additionally, the men continue to study throughout
the year with guided readings, writing of papers and other projects. Upon successful
completion of this four-year program, the men may be called by their bishops to be
ordained as deacons, and they normally serve in their home parishes.

For the next week, Fr John will be in Pittsburgh at the Seminary during the week for
this program. He 1s one of the co-directors of the program, and will be residence at

the seminary during the week.

If there are any emergencies, he may be reached at: 412.352.7082.

NO STEREOTYPES

It 1s so easy for us to put people into certain categories ...

He is so rigid and harsh ...
She can never make up her mind ...
That whole family has always been so selfish ...

Putting labels on people 1s a convenient way to sort out the world ... it reduces everyone
to a few simple ways of behaving.

It 1s also very unfair. It locks people into a pigeonhole and freezes them into a single
way of acting. It does not allow others to change ... or to show other sides of them-
selves. It is often a way of protecting ourselves from facing reality. In a word ... it is
very unfair.

Yet we often have images or labels that we put on people. For example, if we think of a
"military person" ... this may conjure up images of crisp, creased uniforms ... precision

marching and clicking of heels ... snappy salutes ... giving orders and following orders ...
and so forth.

It 1s refreshing at times to see our images smashed by reality. In
today’s Gospel, the soldier (centurion) is certainly a man who 1is
under orders and who also issues orders ... and is used to having
them obeyed. We can almost hear the barking of such orders: /
say to someone: Come! ... and he comes ... to another Go! ... and

he goes!!! No questions asked !!!

Yet, he is also a compassionate person. He has a servant who is ill, suffering painfully.
He shows deep concern for this servant and comes up to Jesus in faith ... even though he
1s a Gentile, a foreigner. He trusts that Jesus can help ... he believes that he can do
something ... and he wants help for his servant.

And it 1s this deep trust in Jesus ... born out of his concern and compassion for his serv-
ant ... that leads to the cure.



THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

First, the really hot days ... then come the rains ... it seems that it 1s summer in south-
western PA ... at least officially!

Yes, with the summer solstice -- June 22 -- the days are the longest of the entire year.
This signals the beginning of summer.

The sun, which was at its southernmost point in the sky back in the deep, dark days of
December (and the days were the shortest) ... has now reached its northern limit ...
filling the northern hemisphere with light. In fact, these are the days where the sun
never completely sets in the very northern lands (the "Lands of the Midnight Sun").

In those dark days of December, a Light was born.

Yes, we celebrated the birth of Christ ... the true Sun of Justice ... who came into the
world as the Light of the World ... and the light of his presence has grown to fill the
world ... much as the physical light of the sun has overtaken our hemisphere.

Into the darkest parts of our world and our lives ... Light has come. The darkness of
evil could not overcome this Light ... which started with very humble beginnings ...
much as the light of a single candle 1s able to illuminate many others ... until an entire
area 1s filled with light.

Now, as the sun begins its journey south once again ... and the days will gradually
shorten ... a new Aope 1s bomn.

. We celebrate the Birth of John the Baptist ... the one who
came before Christ to announce his coming into our world.
13 %N | Heis the messenger ... the prophet ... the forerunner ... who
v i points the way to the #rue Light who fills our world.

Once again we see that Liturgy is intertwined with life ... with the seasons and cycles
of our life.

PARISH WEBSITE

We all know that value of a parish website. It is normally the first place people look
when they are wondering about a parish, when they are looking for directions and when
they are looking for schedules of Services.

In fact, it 1s the current bulletin that most people want to see since it contains the most
up-to-date information.

We are happy to announce that our parish web site is up and running on line. It may be
accessed at: http:// www.ststephensbyzcath.org/ or by simply searching:

ststephensbyzcath.org on your search engine

Please take a look and be free to offer your comments.

Much more will be added soon to develop this site.

Many thanks to both Sr Margaret Ann Andrako and to Leia Shilabode for their valuable
assistance in developing this site.




