December 20, 2015 Our Tithe to our Church

Sunday before Christmas SUNAAY 6, DEC vvvvrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnns $2,539.00
Sugay oL ihe Holy. Aneeslors SUNAAY 13, DEC vvvveeeereereeeereeerenrennnnns$1,706.60
Dec. 19 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
i Richard Wherswneren d s vt huds Miehoney | g 111 1) PP $4,000.00
Dec. 20 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Sunday before Christmas LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday of the Holy Ancestors of Christ As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our
+Russell Prodan req’d by Anna Prodan parish calendar.
Dec. 21 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am ,
Dec. 23 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am v EE:;VUEEE?EE Liturgy
Dec. 24 (Thur) VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
Vespers w/ Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 9:00pm " Jan. 6 Feast of the Holy Theophany |
, 7:00pm—Divine Liturgy and Solemn Blessing of Water
Dec. 25 (Fr1) FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CHRISTMAS DAY * Jan. 10 Annual St. Stephen Parish Dinner
DIVINE LITURGY 10:30am at Banquets Unlimited
Dec 26 (Sat) SYNAXIS OF THE THEOTOKOS L4i0noon
Divine Liturgy S:00pm

Dec. 27 (Sun) Sunday after Christmas
Feast of St. Stephen the Proto-Martyr
Remembrance of David, Joseph & James
Divine Liturgy w/ Procession 10:30am

CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL

With the Archieparchial Choir
Sunday, December 20, 2015
2:00 PM
St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Dec. 20 thru Dec.

A choral program featuring beautiful and beloved Christmas hymns and
#ﬁ 26 for parishioners of St. Stephen.

carols from Byzantine and Western traditions.

Hospitality reception with refreshments and treats following program in
lower level of the cathedral. All are Welcome
charge.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are sick at

home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers. No admission

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel. Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic, Fran Mogush.,
Fr. Anselm Orlosky. Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko. Ed Sudzina, Mary Soltis, Terry Solltis,
Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron, Sr.




NEXT SUNDAY - FEAST OF ST STEPHEN

e Next Sunday, 27 December, is our parish patronal feast of St Stephen.

o “Q As part of this feast, at the end of the Divine Liturgy, we will have the
N 1 patronal procession. This is a procession around the interior of the
church (it 1s winter, after all!), and at the four sides of the church, a par-
' ticular Gospel passage is read. And during this procession, the

. Troparion and Kontakion of the feast are sung.

In this way, we liturgically highlight the feast and honor our patron.

Later we will festively commemorate our patronal feast with the dinner on 10 January
2016.

ST STEPHEN PARISH DINNER

Once again, we will celebrate our parish feastday after the Christmas holidays in a more
calm and relaxed atmosphere. As we did last year, we will meet at Banquets Unlimited
on Sunday, 10 January 2016 beginning at noon. Thus the dinner will follow immediate-

ly after the Sunday Divine Liturgy.

There are sign-up sheets at the entrance to our church. Please sign up as soon as possi-
ble so that we can make appropriate plans. And please indicate how many adults and
how many children will be attending.

Tickets are $20.00 per person for adults, and as we did last year, there will be no charge
for students through grade 12.

We look forward to being with all our parish family on this day to celebrate our life to-
gether.

A Special Request:

At the suggestion of a number of folks, for the St Stephen Parish
Dinner, we will also have a Cookie Table as part of the desserts.

Yes, what would a parish gathering be without the famous cookie table that is so
popular. So, you are invited to make some of your favorite recipes and bring them to
the dinner. It should be a wonderful array of tasty treats!

THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY -- 2015

You have dwelt in a cave, O Christ God,
and a manger received you;

the shepherds and the Magi adored you ...

There are so many images offered to us during the Christmas season ... stars and shep-
herds ... caves and carols ... angels and adoration ... Magi and mangers ...

Each one has the power to evoke a response from deep within us ... to touch and tease
and tantalize ... our memories and imaginations.

Let's look at the manger for a moment.

It is a feeding box ... for animals.

A feeding box ... Jesus is placed in a feeding box as his first home. From the begin-
ning he is "food" for us.

He who will feed so many ... the multitudes in the desert ... He who
will join so many others at banquets ... sinners and outcasts ... He
who will use the image of a great banquet to talk to folks about
heaven ... He somehow points to all this already in his first hours on

earth.

Yes, he who 1s food and nourishment for the whole world ... who
will give his life to nourish us ... he who will give us his Body and
Blood as food for eternal life ... is already foreshadowing all this by

being placed in a feeding trough as an infant.

As we gather for Holy Supper on Christmas Eve... as we gather for many festive
meals and parties ... as we gather for the Eucharistic meal in the Divine Liturgy ... let
us recall the One who is the true nourishment for our lives.

Oh yes ... one more thing ... we who are his Body in this world ... we are called to
offer ourselves as food and nourishment for each other ... continuing this cycle of
feeding and nourishing ... a cycle that began on that holy night ... in a simple manger.



Eternal Memory

Please remember in your prayers George Yarosik. George, a former parishioners of

HOLY SUPPER : :
St. Stephen spent several years in a nursing home and passed away last week. May the
Lord God grant him a blessed repose and eternal rest!
One of the beautiful Slav traditions that we have received is that of the Holy Supper Eternal Memory! Vicnaja Jemu Pamjat !

(Svjatij Vecer ... Vilija). This special meal is served on Christmas Eve, and consists of
foods that are within the bounds of fasting ... special foods that families hand down
from generation to generation.

2016 Envelopes & Calendars

The meal opens our celebration of the feast in the context of our families ... and then we

continue our celebration with the singing of carols and the Divine Liturgy in church. The 2016 offering envelopes and chiurch calendars are now

available in the Education Wing and may be picked up at any
time. Please notify the office on Monday or Tuesday momn-
ings if you do not see your envelopes. A tablet is also availa-

ble on the table for any additions or corrections.

" Whatever be the traditions in your family ... cherish
¥ them dearly and pass them on to the upcoming gen-
erations. Traditions such as these help to create the
atmosphere of the feast ... and they link us with

Fr. Robert Halus

S : In your kindness, please remember one of our former pastors. Fr. Bob 1s currently a
Especially in our rootless and ephemeral society, it is important to establish strong roots patient in Mon-Valley Hospital undergoing testing and treatment. He is grateful for
of stability ... and the celebration of the birth of Christ offers us the opportunity to tap your prayerful support.
into such deep roots.

Please remember

If you have a family member in a nursing facility or a hospital please let me know.
Due to current regulations hospitals don’t always call me and many times the patients
are not given the opportunity to receive the visit from a priest and receive the
sacraments. Fv. Jolwn




