August 2, 2015

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

Aug. 1 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Aug. 2 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Alex Seech & Albert Durica reqd by Ruth & Ray Seech
Aug. 3 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Norman & Eileen Heinack 47th Wedding Anniversary
Aug 5 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Aug. 6 (Thur) Divine Liturgy 7:00pm

FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION
Blessing of Fruit & Vegetables

Aug 8 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

Aug 9 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Bryvan Mihalick (39th Birthday) reqd by Mom & Dad
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
!__. Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of
Y Aug. 2 thru Aug. 8 for the health and welfare of Tillie Abraham as she

celebrates her 91st birthday.
( Call the office Mondays or Tuesdays to schedule the lamp)
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July 26, 2015
Sunday Collection: $1,.504.00
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Let us nemember in curx pragers all of cun Fuiends and Parish Family members whe are
sick at hame ox in a nunsing facility and for all these whe axe in need of eurn prayens.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Carl Magdic, Fran
Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia
Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

BLESSING OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

The feast of the Holy Transfiguration occurs in the beginning of our harvest season. As
a sign of the transfiguration of all creation, we bring the first fruits of the earth to the
church to be blessed on this feast.

%\ Each family 1s encouraged to bring a basket of fruit or vegetables ... from
_ 1 your own gjardeﬂrs:, if possible ... and these will l?e blessed at the conclusion
. M = of the Divine Liturgy on Thursday. Please bring your baskets and place
EE:EEF‘ them in front of the icon screen.

In this way, our daily lives are brought into the Liturgy ... and the Liturgy reaches out to
touch and transfigure our daily lives.

ST MARY PARISH FESTIVAL

Today, Sunday, 2 August, St Mary Byzantine Catholic Church in Trauger will hold its
annual summer festival from 11.00 am to 8.00 pm in the Social Hall and on parish
ground located along Route 981. There will be ethnic food, children’s games, a
Chinese auction, games of chance & refreshments. A DJ will provide musical
entertainment. Come and escape the heat and join in the fun! Call 724-423-3673 with
any questions.

This Week in our Parish ....

Tuesday, 4 August: The Ladies Circle of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church will be
visiting our church for a tour and a presentation on the Byzantine Catholic Church.
They will arrive at 1:30 pm and will be here for one to two hours.

Tuesday, 4 August: There will be a meeting at 6:00 pm for those who have
volunteered to assist with the parish photo directory project. It is still not too late to
volunteer. If you would like to be a part of this project, please call the parish office this
week.



PREPARATION FOR PILGRIMAGE

In preparation for the annual Pilgrimage to Mount St Macrina in Union- :

town PA, there will be a general clean-up day on Saturday, 22 August,
beginning at 9:00 am. If you can offer a few hours at any time during

the day, your help will be warmly welcomed.

GCU CHARITY GOLF OUTING

The Sisters of St Basil in Uniontown PA recently began renovations on Mt Macrina
Manor Nursing Home. GCU is holding a Charity Golf event to assist with the funding
necessary to complete this worthwhile ministry of the Sisters.

The event is a 4 person golf scramble planned for a 1 pm shotgun
start on Friday, 4 September 2015 at Seven Oaks Country Club in
Beaver PA. The tournament is open to everyone, GCU members
% and non-members alike. In addition to golf, the entry fee includes
cart, lunch at the turn, prizes and a buffet dinner. The cost for this
event is $100 per golfer with a discount of $20 ($380) for those

entering a complete foursome.

If there are any questions, please call the GCU Communications Department at
1.800.722.4428.

FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION
Come, O people, and follow me;
let us ascend the holy and heavenly mountain.
Let us spiritually stand in the city of the living God,
and in spirit let us contemplate the immaterial divinity

of the Father and the Spirit shining in the only Son.

The Holy Transfiguration has a special place in the life of the Lord and in our own spiritual
lives.

Taking the inner circle of his disciples (Peter, James and John), Jesus went up to Mount
Tabor ... and there He was transfigured ... that i1s, his divine glory shone through his humanity
in such a way that the disciples were able to gain a glimpse of who He truly is.

In the icon of the feast, we see the disciples thrown backwards ... over-
.| whelmed, as it were, by the awesomeness and brilliance of this sight. Their
w4 human minds could not completely grasp and contain that which they beheld.
/| Yet, even though they could not fully understand this ... they were neverthe-
| less being prepared for what they would face in the future.

For. it would be these same three disciples. Peter. James. and John ... who
| would be with the Lord Jesus on another hillside ... at the time of his agony
~ and suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane.

\| But the Transfiguration is not just about the past ... it is about us also. As with
each of the feastdays ... it speaks to us about our human condition.

What does the Transfiguration tell us about ourselves?

It shows us our destiny ... it tells us that each of us is called and destined to be trans-
formed ... to be transfigured ... to be changed ... in such a way that the divine light shines

through us.
We are each to be an icon of the divine presence.

If you look at an icon ... you notice that there 1s no external source of light ... hence there
are no shadows. Rather, the source of light is from within ...it 1s filled with the divine radi-
ance ... and shines with an inner light.

This is our destiny ... to be filled with the light of God from within.



SUMMERTIME

Take time to see the sky
Find shapes in the clouds
Hear the murmur of the wind
And touch the cool water.
Walk softly --

We are the intruders
Tolerated briefly

In an infinite universe

Lines such as these invite us to an attitude of reverence and awe. All of creation is
filled with the glory and wonders of God ... and so often we simply miss them!

For some of us, our lives become so hectic that we just fail to notice what is around us.
For others of us, life, although not hectic, becomes so routine that we too fail to notice.
And for still others among us, we are just too caught up in being adult ... and so the

playful child within us i1s not given the opportunity to notice what is around us.

Most of us really enjoy being around young children (especially when we do not have
to care for them twenty-four hours a day!). Children have such a fresh and imaginative
approach to life. They see what we often miss ... they see the obvious, while we over-

look 1it.

Remember as a child ... looking at clouds and seeing all the various shapes ... and
naming what we see in them? Remember being fascinated with a stream or pool of
water ... or delighting in the wind that blew across our face?

& g Summertime is the season to recapture all this.

Jesus often pointed to children as examples ... not that we should be childish or infan-
tile ... rather, that we should be as open and trusting as children ... as fresh and as open-
eyed as youngsters ... for only such as these will really be able to see ... to notice the

Kingdom of God's presence right in our midst!

Summertime 1s a good season to regain our freshness.

OUTGUESSING GOD!

It's never good trying to outguess God. One fellow, lying under an oak tree in a pump-
kin field thought that God had goofed in one part of creation.

Look at those huge pumpkins hanging on that little fence, he thought and the tiny
acorns on that big strong tree. If I were God, I would have that stalwart tree hold the

pumpkins and the lowly vine hold the acorns.

Just then an acorn fell from the tree and hit him on the nose.




