July 19, 2015

Sunday of the Fathers of the Six Ecumenical Councils

July 18 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

July 19 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Fathers of the Six Ecumenical Councils
+ Helen Durica req’d by Ruth & Ray Seech

July 20 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
Feast of St. Elijah, the Great Prophet
July 22 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
July 24 (Fri) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
July 25 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

+Jean Dzura req’d by Bill & Betty Bache
Blessing of Vehicles following the Liturgy
July 26 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Thomas G. Wesdock req’d by Julee Lindberg Family
Blessing of Vehicles following the Liturgy

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
}r Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of July19

thru July 25 for the health and welfare of the Abraham Family
( Call the office Mondays or Tuesdays to schedule the lamp)
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July 12, 2015
Sunday Collection: $1.343.00
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Let us nemember in curx pragers all of cun Fuiends and Parish Family members whe are
sick at hame ox in a nunsing facility and for all these whe axe in need of eurn prayens.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Carl Magdic, Fran
Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia
Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY
KENNYWOOD PARK

A cordial invitation is extended to all our parish family to the annual
Byzantine Catholic Family Day at Kennywood Park. This will take place
on Thursday, 23 July 2015. The park opens at 10.30 am, and the full
schedule for the day may be found on the poster on the bulletin board at
the entrance to our church. The day begins with a Prayer Service at 11.30
am, and the fun continues throughout the day!

PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

As vou have been hearing from previous weeks’ announcements, we are planning a new parish
photo directory. This will give us the photos, names, addresses. telephone numbers and e-mail
addresses (for those who wish) of our parishioners. This will be a great asset for all of us.

distributed in last week’s bulletin (and more are available at the entrance to

R Now, volunteers are needed to assist with this project. Flyers were
‘ our church), and these will describe some of the areas in which we will need

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED DEIP-

Please consider offering some of your time to this valuable project.

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE RN
RAPPY

September 13, 2015 3:00p.m.  St. Elias Church Munhall H;BT'I)—U \ —"::Jjjf RY
If you are celebrating a wedding anniversary of 10, 25, 40, 50, 55, 60, 65 or additional
years during this year of 2015, please provide the necessary information. Provide the
first names of both spouses and specify the names of the jubilarians exactly as they are
to appear on the anniversary certificate. Also, indicate if you are attending. Certificates

are sent to all, whether they are able to attend or not. Blank forms are in the entrance to
the church.



HOLY MEDITATION
The Practice of Centering Prayer

In the midst of our hectic and hassled world, it 1s important for all of us to
find a quiet place, a place where we can withdraw from the busyness of
daily life, a quiet place 1in our hearts. In the Gospels, Jesus speaks about
this as an “inner room.”

AR “Centering Prayer” has its roots in the early monastic tradition of

< the Christian East, and it has emerged in popularity at different

times over the centuries. It 1s a form of contemplative prayer

that leads us to achieve interior silence and an awakening of the presence
of the Holy Spirit within us.

This workshop will teach you how to practice Holy Meditation and make 1t
part of your daily life to heal self-centeredness, bring quiet and peace to the
soul, and open you to hear and feel the Holy Spirit working within.

It will take place here at St. Stephen Church on Saturday, 25 July 2015,
from 10:00am to 11:00am. It will be led by Mr. John Corcoran, a man very
interested 1n the prayer of the Eastern Church. There will be no charge for
this program. There will also be the opportunity for the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation following the meditation period.

SUNDAY OF THE COUNCIL FATHERS

O holy Fathers of the Councils,
you are the faithful keepers of the apostles' traditions.
By proclaiming that the three persons of the Holy Trinity
are one and consubstantial,
you refuted the blasphemy of Arius ...
Therefore, we beseech you to intercede for us,
preserving us from heresy and error
and keeping our lives blameless in God's sight.

We do not think about ourselves as living in heresy or error. In fact, we probably nev-
er think much about that at all

Yet, our faith is something precious that has been handed over
.1-{,’4 b I.;:j_t-_f carefully from the time of the apostles ... to our own time.

,,,# One of the tasks of the bishop of each diocese is to insure that all
26 his people are in harmony with the faith of the rest of the Church.
b= u;_ﬁ_ r When the bishops gather in council, then, it is an image of the
\ ~; b various churches coming together to witness to a common faith.

%’” At times in the history of the Church, there have been serious

pmblems .real questions of faith. For example, there have been
those who did nc:t believe that Jesus was equal to God. They saw him as a good per-
son ... in fact, the person closest to God. But they could not accept that he was the
same as God. They preferred to say that he was similar to God ... but this i1s a distor-
tion of our faith. Others questioned whether or not the Holy Spirit was really a per-
son ...as Jesus and the Father are persons.

These and other questions were discussed and debated by the bishops of the Church as
they gathered in Councils. Historically there have been seven great Ecumenical Coun-
cils of the undivided Church. Today we commemorate the Fathers of the first six
Councils. The seventh (on the defense of the holy icons) has its own special commem-
oration.

The Nicene Creed that we profess at our baptism and at every Divine Liturgy ... 1s a
summary of what we believe. As we chant the Creed, take note of what it says ... for it
is truly a symbol of faith.



THE HOLY PROPHET ELIJAH

Just as for Elijah, when the believer focuses on the noise and the tumult of life in this

The Prophet Elijah is one of the most interesting and colorful of all biblical characters, world, we may get our eyes off of the Lord. However, if we listen for His still, small

yet his life was so filled with turmoil that today we might say he was up one day and voice and walk in obedience to His Word, we find victory and reward. Each biblical
down the next. Because Elijah was at times bold and decisive and at other times fearful character we study has a lesson for us to use in our walk as believers. Elijah was filled
and tentative, we have much to learn from him. In the narratives in which Elijah is the with human frailties yet was used mightily by God.

central character, we find principles that demonstrate the victory in the life of a believer
as well as defeat and recovery. There are ways in which Elijah demonstrated the power
of God and an instance where he plumbed the depths of depression.

E

In one account we see Elijah as the central character in a face-off with f:‘} Listening in on Pope Francis
the prophets of the false god Baal on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:17-40). = g Y

The prophets of Baal call upon their god all day long to rain fire from 7 } ﬁ?}
heaven to no avail. Then Elijah builds an altar of stones, digs a ditch //
around it, puts the sacrifice on the top of wood and calls for water to be [/

poured over his sacrifice three times. Elijah calls upon God, and God {&°;,T 7.4
sends fire down from heaven, burns the sacrifice, the wood, and the
stones and licks up the water in the ditch. God proved He was more powerful than false
gods.

é) wilance mf‘t?ﬂgfxé Farth

“Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness,
but a lamp which guides our steps in the night and
suffices for the journey. To those who suffer, God
does not provide arguments which explain everything;
rather, his response is that of a accompanying pres-
ence, a history of goodness which touches every story
of suffering and opens up a ray of light.”

However, in spite of victory and provisions from the Lord that he receives, Elijah enters
a period of wavering faith and depression (1 Kings 19:1-18). Hearing that Ahab’s wife
Jezebel has made a vow to kill him, Elijah feels sorry for himself, hides in a cave, and
even comes to believe that he alone was left of the prophets of God. He got his eyes off
of God and onto the details. It 1s then that the Lord instructs Elijjah to stand on the
mountain as the Lord passed by. There is a great wind, an earthquake, and then fire, but
God 1s not in any of those. Then comes a still, small voice in which Elijah hears God
and understands Him. When Elijah stopped focusing on the fear of what people could do
and his feelings of being alone, God’s voice was heard, and Elijah went on to be taken
up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:1-11).




