April 19, 2015

Third Paschal Sunday
Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women

Apr. 18(Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
+Bernadette Squeglia req 'd by Marion Dimpel

Apr. 19 (Sun) Sunday of the Myrh-Bearing Women
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Jean Dzura req 'd by Mary Soltis

Apr. 20 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Mary Hrinko

Apr. 22 (Wed) Vigil of the Holy Great-Martyr George
Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
Health & Blessing for Fr. George Garllaro

Apr. 24 (Fr1) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
+Helen Pahule
Apr.25 (Sat) Divine Litumrgy 5:00pm

+Mary Protz req’d by Al & Mari-Jo Protz

Apr.26 (Sun) Sunday of the Paralytic Man
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Margaret Mihalick req 'd by Mike & Ann Andrejcak

1 THE SANCTUARY LAMP

continues to burn betore the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
in our church during the week of Apr. 19 thru April 25 for +Peter & Mary Jackowski

! ~ Req’d by the Norman Heinack Family.
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April 12,2015
Sunday collection: $1599.00

PRAYER LIST

Let us remember in our prayers all of our Friends and Parish Family
Members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all those
¢ M= who are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, George Bodnar, Marion
Campbell, Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan,
Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia

Stephan, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.
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Community Shred Events

Parkview Community Federal Credit Union would like to cordially invite our
parishioners to the Annual Community Shred Events! On May 2, 20135, parishioners
can bring their unwanted personal information to the North Huntingdon Townhouse
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm where they will be shredded on site by Business Record
Management. A second date will be held at the office in McKeesport on October 3
2015. Refreshments will be served, and a drawing to win a $100 Visa Gift Card will be

held during the event.

You are encouraged to invite family, friends & neighbors that you may know that can
benefit from this community event. Shredding of unused, unwanted personal
documents is one of the best deterrents against identity theft. By participating you are
minimizing the chances of becoming a victim of such a disturbing and costly crime.

Although the event is free, we are asked to bring a donation for the Norwin Area
Veterans’ Memorial during the May date and for Operation Troop Appreciation during
the October date.

Welcome to our Parish

We offer a warm and hearty welcome to Mrs Jean Figel who has recently enrolled in
our parish. Jean has visited our parish a number of times recently and now has
requested that she jomm our community. We pray that she will find a warm and
welcoming community at St Stephen Parish, a family of faith and prayer and support.
So we welcome you, Jean. And to our parishioners, please be sure to introduce
yourselves to any new folks that you meet in our parish.



SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
We all know them ... f S
Every family ... parish ... neighborhood ... has one or more of them.
Whenever they are needed. they simply are there. No one ever seems
to call them ... they just know when to be present and what to do.

We don't even have a name for them ... but we know who they are.

It 1s that group of faithful people ... usually women ... who seem just to appear when we
need them. At the time of illness or death, they are present with casseroles and baked
goods, cooked meals ready to eat. They are ready to lend a hand with the cleaning ... and
they are ready to offer a warm shoulder to lean on or a welcoming ear to listen.

Sometimes we call them Mom ... or Baba ... or Aunt So-and-so ... or simply our friends or
neighbors. They are present when we are small children who need understanding ... and they
are present in our adult life when we are looking for guidance or consolation. They are both
hard workers and wise elders ... no matter what their age may be.

Much like the Myrrh-Bearing Women m today's Gospel. they always seem to be around
when we need them. The Gospel women arose early in the morning and were hastening to
the tomb to do what needed to be done ... anoint the dead body of Jesus. No one told them
that this needed to be done ... that they were the ones to who should do it. They simply did
it ... that what they knew they were supposed to do.

As we remember them, we also give thanks to the "myrrh-bearers” in our lives ... those
faithful people who always seem to be around just when we need them. These folks are
living icons for us.

HOLY YEAR OF MERCY
Officially proclaiming the upcoming jubilee year of mercy, Pope Francis has powerfully
called on the entire Catholic Church to refashion itself as a place not of judgment or
condemnation but of pardon and merciful love.

Writing in an extensive document convoking the year, which will begin Dec. 8. the pontiff
states that the church’s "very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassion-
ate love."

Perhaps we have long since forgotten how to show and live the way of mercy. The temp-
tation ... to focus exclusively on justice made us forget that this is only the first, albeit
necessary and indispensable step." the pope continues.

"The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more," he
states. "It is time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our
brothers and sisters. Mercy 1s the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the
courage to look to the future with hope."

Francis also notes that Dec. 8 will mark the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second
Vatican Council and says: "The Church feels a great need to keep this event alive."

Francis' document, released last Saturday during a prayer service at St. Peter's Basilica,

officially proclaims the extraordinary jubilee year the pontiff first announced last month.
The jubilee, which 1s to be called the Holy Y ear of Mercy. will begin on Dec. 8, 2015. It
will close on Nov. 20, 2016.

Explaining his reasons for calling the mercy jubilee, the pontiff firmly identifies mercy as
the central function of the church and the key aspect of Jesus' ministry and work.

Exhaustively citing from the teachings of previous popes and stories from the Old and
New Testaments, Francis also says mercy 1s a Key attribute of God's actions towards

human beings and that our own exercise of pardon will determine how we will eventually
be judged.

The pope begins the document by explaining the process of the holy year, saying that on
Dec. 8 he will be opening the special holy door of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome to mark the

beginning of the jubilee.

Francis states that he hopes that with its opening, the door "will become a Door of Mercy
through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons,
and 1instills hope."

To emphasize that the special year is just not for those able to come to
Rome, the pontiff says he 1s going to ask every diocese to identify a
similar "Door of Mercy" at a cathedral or other special church to be
opened during the year.

"Every Particular Church, therefore, will be directly involved in living
out this Holy Year as an extraordinary moment of grace and spiritual

renewal." writes the pope.

[To Be Continued]



Pirohy Sale Schedule

Thursday, April 23 — 9:00am to 12:00pm——cook cabbage
Saturday, April 25 — 9:00am to 12:00pm —potato/cheese filling

Monday, April 27 — 9:00am — start making the pirohy

This will be our final session until we start back up in October. Thanks to all for
helping once again. Patty

St. Stephen Spring Social
Yes, Spring is finally here!

After another long and cold and dreary winter, the daffodils are
popping out, the forsythia is showing its splendor, some warm
breezes are wafting our way, and we can once again open the
windows for the welcome fresh air throughout the house!

And we at St. Stephen Parish have many reasons to rejoice! We

have just completed a full Lenten season that culminated in the beautiful and
moving Services of Holy Week; the Good Friday Burial Service will long live in
our memories; and the joy of the Resurrection Services brings a breath of new life
to all of us.

So, it 1s time to rejoice in all this and continue to celebrate our parish life together.
We have had a very successful Oktoberfest in the fall, our St. Stephen Dinner in
January was a wonderful time for all, and now it 1s time for our Spring Social.

On Sunday, April 26, after the morning Divine Liturgy, we will gather in our church
hall for our St. Stephen Spring Breakfast. This breakfast will be a catered event (no need

to bring a covered dish!), and best of all, there is no charge!

At this time we will celebrate our parish life and all the wonderful ways we have been
blessed this year. The participation in our liturgical services has been remarkable, the
financial support of our parishioners has been unprecedented in recent times, and the
spirit of our parish is truly riding high! It will be a time to also give thanks for a very
successful year for our Eastern Christian Formation Program, to offer gratitude to the
teachers for all the time that they have given to this, to the parents for their participation
and support, and to our young people for the life that they bring to us.

And most of all, it will be a time of allowing us to get together, to share the stories of
our lives, and to continue to build up the spirit and life of our parish.

We will need and accurate count of those planning to attend. A sign-up sheet is located
at the entrance of the church. Please sign up before Monday, April 20, or call the parish
office on Monday. We look forward to seeing you there!




