November 18, 2018
Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost ? f,ﬂ
/
Liturgical Schedule
Nov. 17 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S5:00pm

+Maria Rusinko req by Family
Nov. 18 (Sun) Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Nov. 20 (Tue) Entrance of the Theotokos Into the Temple
Divine Liturgy 7:00pm

Health & Blessings for Sr. Margaret Ann Andrako
Nov. 22 (Thur) Thanksgiving Day

Divine Liturgy 9:00am
Nov. 24 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S5:00pm
Nov. 25 (Sun) Twenty-Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Our T1ithe to our parish
November 4,2018 - - - $1.867.00
November 11,2018 --- $1,728.00
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# The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen

_ Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ m our church during the week of
November 18 thru November 24 for Mary Zakutney in celebration of her
99th birthday reqd by the John Belak Famuly.
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Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family
members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who
are in need of our prayers.

Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Marion Campbell,
Steven Fekete, Kevin Ianni, Carl Magdic, Fr.John Petro, Clarence Rizzi,
Helen Rizzi, Joseph Rusinko Sr., Sue Sabol, Ruth Seech, Mary Soltis,
Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, Debbie Vasko, John Voron Sr
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Thank You

A special thank you goes out to our parishioners for their generous donation of
$280.00 to the Westmoreland County Food Bank. The drop off was made this week
along with the non-perishables that were collected. Michelle Gray from o}
the food bank says for every dollar we donated they can buy $10 worth =~
of food. This turns our donation mto a $2800 donation! Congratulations | gy=g
to the ECF students who helped coordmate this effort. .
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Free Workshop

Divorced Catholics and others who may be interested 1n learning about the annulment
process are welcome to attend a free workshop with Jay Conzemius, JCL, judge and

moderator; and Diane Kass, Tribunal Notary, of the Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan
Tribunal and Diocese of Pittsburgh Tribunal.

Topics will include: theology of marrage; ministry of the tribunal; marrage annul-
ment types; why, when and how to start the petition for annulment process; and a pro-
cess overview. Afterward participants can ask questions and/or start the process.

This important presentation will take place at St. John Byzantine Catholic Cathedral,
210 Greentree Road, Munhall, Pa. on Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 7 p.m.

No reservations are required but 1f you do plan to attend email archpitt(@aol.com, or
call Diane Kass at 412-456-3033 so seating arrangements can be made.

« If you would want to attend this Conference, Fr John would be happy to accom-
pany you. Please contact him if you are interested. «



THANKSGIVING DAY

Thanksgiving Day ...
St. Nicholas ...

Pre-Nativity season ...

The coming weeks are filled with images of giving thanks ... of reaching out to
share with others, especially the needy ... of being both grateful and generous.

This 1s quite a recipe for a style of life during this pre-Nativity season. It all seems
to blend quite well into a way of living the Gospels 1n the spirit of this season of the
year.

We begin with Thanksgiving. It seems to flow from the human
heart. When we reflect upon all that we have been given, it
seems only natural to want to give thanks. But first, we need to
be reflective. We need to look at our lives and recognize all
that we have been given.

Our first gift 1s the gift of life itself! To be alive means to have opportunities! Yes, it

1s true that we cannot change the whole world around us ... we cannot even change
many of the situations m which we live. But every situation 1s an opportunity ... a
chance to grow and develop ... even 1n situations of pain and suffering. We can
come to know the compassion of God.

A healthy outlook on life recognizes the difficulties and dark parts of life .. but also
looks for the opportunities that await our discovery. With a healthy perspective, we
can then see all sorts of gifts ... people who love us ... a free country in which to

live ... ample food and other necessities of life ... opportunities to grow and devel-

op.

Let us all take some time this week to look over our lives ... not just on the surface
... and not just material possessions. Rather, let us look at the life God has given us
... and ask ourselves: “What are the opportunities that God 1s giving me 1n my life
situation? Where 1s God calling me?”

A heart that 1s 1n touch with God ... 1s a grateful heart ...

THE ENTRANCE OF THE MOTHER OF GOD INTO THE TEMPLE

The holy and immaculate One
Is being led into the Holy of Holies
by the Holy Spirit.
She is being nourished by angels,
since she is the holy Temple of our holy God.
He has sanctified all creation because of her entrance,

and He has deified our fallen human nature.

Each of the feastdays 1s like the face of a diamond.

It allows us to see the diamond ... but from 1ts own unique perspective. The diamond,
although always the same, can be viewed from different angles ... and thus various
aspects of 1ts beauty shine forth. Each facet reveals a different dimension of the single

| Each feastday somehow brings us mto communion with the central
% mysteries of our faith ... that is, the coming of Jesus into our world
). . his saving death and resurrection that bring us life.

This week we celebrate the Entrance of Mary into the Temple. As a
young girl, she was taken to the Temple (the symbol of holiness) to be reared 1n a life
of holiness. It 1s from this same Temple that she would later be taken ... at the time of
her call by God to give birth 1n the flesh to Jesus.

In the above poetic verse taken from this feast, we hear that she is led
into the Temple by the power of the Holy Spirit. In other words, our
lives are guided by God ... and we seek to be in tune with this guidance.
She is nourished by angels ... in the recent feast of St. Michael, we saw
that the angels are God’s servants and messengers ... and many times
they appear as our neighbor ... just doing a good deed.

All creation is sanctified by her entrance ... because Mary cooperated
with God, the whole world is touched by Christ who enters it.

Our fallen human nature is deified ... our human nature is now taken on
by Christ ... who renews it by taking it on.



