November 15, 2015
Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Nov 14 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

Kurt & Rosanne Novotnak (20th Anniversary)

Req’d by Marian Barry

Nov 15 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

For the Health and Well-being of our Parishioners
Nov 16 (Mon) +Jean Dzurareq’d by Ann Dzura 8:30am

Nov 18 (Wed) +James Skurla 8:30am
(Archbishoop William’s brother)
Nov 20 (Fr1) Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE
Nov 21 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
+Albert Durica req’d by Ruth & Ray Seech
Nov. 22 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Intention of Deacon Joseph Wargacki

& Seminarian Bryan Scotton
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Nov. 15 thru Nov. 21 for
‘!f all homebound and shut-ins.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are sick at

home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, LLY\
Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic, t

Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky. Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Mary Soltis,
Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, Fr. Richard Whetstone. John Voron, Sr.

Our Tithe to our Church
Sunday, Nov. 8...cevevvvvvnnnnn.. $1,784.70
Turkey BIngo .......co.coiiaian $1,639.50

CHRISTMAS DAYS OF PRAYER

As part of your preparation for Christmas, Mt Macrina House of Prayer is offering two Christ-
mas Days of Prayer in December.

¢ Saturday. 12 December 2015

e 9:15am— 1:00 pm (includes lunch)
¢ Sr Marian Senish, CDP will be the presenter

e Offering: $30 — Registration Due: 7 Dec.
¢ Sundavy. 13 December 2015

e 1:15pm-—5:00 pm (includes supper)

e Msgr George Appleyard will be the presenter
e Offering: $30 — Registration due: 8 Dec.

e This would be an excellent way to help in your personal spiritual preparation for the upcom-
ing feast of the Nativity of our Lord.

A CHRISTMAS MARKET

St. Elias Byzantine Catholic Church in Munhall, Pa. is bringing the European Christmas
Markets to the Steel Valley in their Social Hall on Sunday, 15 from 12:00 noon to 7:00 pm.

Start your special Christmas shopping, enjoy a stuffed cabbage or chicken paprika lunch/dinner.
Stay all day and listen to live music. Special desserts will also be available.

TURKEY BINGO

A Turkey Bingo will be held at St Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Social Hall, 624 East
Pittsburgh St. Greensburg. Sunday, November 22, 2015 from 1:00 — 4:00 pm. Admission 1s
$5.00 per person and doors will open at 12:30 pm. Grocery gift cards will be given to single
winners of regular bingos in lieu of a turkey. There will be regular & quickie bingo games. Chi-
nese Auction, Food Basket raffles. 50/50 raffle and various ethnic foods will be sold to eat while
playing bingo. For additional information, please call 724.832.8122.

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LIHEAP)

The Pennsylvania Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program officially opened on Nov. 2,
2015 and closes on April 1, 2016. LIHEAP helps Pennsylvania citizens pay their heating bills
and resolve heating emergencies such as utility terminations and lack of fuel.

Applications are available in the vestibule of the church



FOOD BANK

As we approach the winter season, we become even more mindful of those who struggle
to have enough food to eat, not only in poor nations around the world, but also right
here in our own communities.

As a parish family, we wish to offer our help in some small way. On Thanksgiving
Day, the collection that we take in church will be offered to the Westmoreland County
Food Bank to assist them in helping the needy. In addition, for those who may not be
here on Thanksgiving Day, there is an envelope provided in today’s bulletin so that you
may make an offering. Please place it into the collection basket the next time that you
are in church. Everything donated will go directly to the food bank.

As always, pray first ... and then let your heart guide you.

MANY, MANY THANKS!!!

To all the wonderful folks who have been generous with their time and energy in help-
ing with the recent Turkey Bingo and also the Pirohy Project this past week, we offer a
hearty word of gratitude! It is wonderful to see our parishioners working together in
such a spirit of joy and cooperation. It is a sign of a very healthy parish community,
and, of course, 1t is a tremendous benefit to our parish.

Hats off to all of you!
LOOKING AHEAD

As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our par-
1sh calendar.

e Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
e Decb6 Feast of St Nicholas

St Nicholas visits our parish

e Jan 10 Annual St Stephen Parish Dinner
At Banquets Unlimited

THE ENTRANCE OF THE MOTHER OF GOD INTO THE TEMPLE

The holy and immaculate One
is being led into the Holy of Holies
by the Holy Spirit.
She is being nourished by angels,
since she is the holy Temple of our holy God.
He has sanctified all creation because of her entrance,

and He has deified our fallen human nature.

Each of the feastdays is like the face of a diamond.

It allows us to see the diamond ... but from its own unique perspective. The diamond,
although always the same, can be viewed from different angles ... and thus various as-
pects of its beauty shine forth. Each facet reveals a different dimension of the single

beauty.

Each feastday somehow brings us into communion with the central
\, | mysteries of our faith ... that is, the coming of Jesus into our world ...
.\ his saving death and resurrection that bring us life.

This week we celebrate the Entrance of Mary into the Temple. As a
. | young girl, she was taken to the Temple (the symbol of holiness) to be
“ &% reared in a life of holiness. It is from this same Temple that she would

later be taken ... at the time of her call by God to give birth in the flesh to Jesus.

In the above poetic verse taken from this feast, we hear that she is led
into the Temple by the power of the Holy Spirit. In other words, our
lives are guided by God ... and we seek to be in tune with this guidance.

She is nourished by angels ... in the recent feast of St. Michael, we saw
that the angels are God'’s servants and messengers ... and many times
they appear as our neighbor ... just doing a good deed.

All ereation is sanctified by her entrance ... because Mary cooperated with
God, the whole world is touched by Christ who enters it.

Our fallen human nature is deified ... our human nature is now taken on by
Christ ... who renews it by taking it on.



PRE-NATIVITY SEASON

We find ourselves in a "seasonal overlap" these days, don't we!

The orange pumpkins and dried comn stalks of Halloween still linger ... and some of
them will be recycled into a variety of Thanksgiving and harvest settings.

The recent abrupt end to the lingering Indian Summer and the sudden slap in the face
with some rain and cold air ... all signal a shift in seasons.

Individuals and families begin to make plans for the celebration of Thanksgiving
2015 ... with a variety of traditional customs and nostalgic reminiscences of years
gone by.

Yet in the mmdst of this ... the stores and shops have all been decked out in their
Christmas seasonal look, and shoppers are enticed into early shopping.

And we stand right in the middle of all this! A bit dizzying, isn’t it!

Perhaps this is a good time to recall that our Church traditionally has a forty-day prep-
aration period for Christmas, in imitation of the great Forty Day Fast in preparation
for Pascha. Even though this forty day period of preparation in voluntary today, it
might provide a healthy antidote to all the commercial and secular values that we will

see promoted for the next number of weeks.

The Christmas Fast begins with the feast of the holy apostle Philip and runs until the
feast of the Nativity, that is, from today, Nov. 15 until Christmas.

This could be a good time for all of us to begin our spiritual preparation for the feast.
In the coming weeks, we will look at ways we can all prepare our hearts for a healthy
Christian celebration of the feast of the Birth of Christ.

Listening in on Pope Francis ...

Pope Francis dedicated this week’s catechesis to conviviality, a typical characteristic of
family life. This attitude of sharing the goods of life and of being happy to do so is, he
said, “a precious virtue”. He continued, “Its symbol, its icon, is the family gathered
around the table, partaking of a meal together — and therefore not merely food, but also
sentiments, stories, and events. It is a fundamental experience. When there 1s a celebra-
tion — a birthday, an anniversary — the family gathers around the table. In some cultures
it 1s customary to do so also following bereavement, to stay close to those who suffer
for the loss of a family member”.

“Conviviality is a sure thermometer for measuring the health

of relations: if in the family there is a problem or a hidden

trouble, you understand immediately at the table. 4 family

~ that almost never eats together, or in does not talk at the ta-

\ ble but instead watches the television, or smartphones, is not

ma close family. Christianity has a special vocation to convivi-

1 ality, as we all know. The Lord Jesus taught at the table, and

represented the Kingdom of God as a festive banquet. Jesus also chose to consign to

the disciples His spiritual testament at the table, condensed in the memorial gesture of
His Sacrifice”.

Francis explained that the family brings to the Eucharist its own experience of convivi-
ality, and opens it to the grace of a universal conviviality, of God's love for the world.
“Participating in the Eucharist, the family 1s purified of the temptation to close up in
itself, fortified in love and in faith, and broadens the boundaries of its own fraternity
according to Christ's heart. In our time, marked by closed minds and too many walls,
the conviviality generated by the family and extended in the Eucharist becomes a cru-
cial opportunity. The Eucharist and families it nourishes are able to overcome such lim-
itations and to build bridges of acceptance and charity”.

“Nowadays many social contexts impede family conviviality. We must find a way to
recover it, if adapting it to the times. Conviviality seems to have become something to
buy and sell, but in that way it becomes something else. Nourishment is not always the
symbol of a just sharing of goods, able to reach those who have neither bread nor affec-
tion. In rich countries we are induced to spend first on excessive consumption, and then
again [spend more| to remedy the excess. This senseless behavior diverts our attention
from the true hunger of the body and the mind”.



Coftee Social Sendoft

Please join us after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 22 for a Coffee Social
downstairs. This is the final Sunday to have the presence of Deacon Joseph and Semi-
narian Bryan at St. Stephen's. Both will be receiving new parish assignments for the
new year. Help us thank them for for sharing their talents during the past couple of
months. There will also be an opportunity to meet Deacon Joseph's wife, who will be
visiting from Olympia, Washington. See you there.

Food Bank Collection

Our ECF students are collecting non-perishable items for the Westmoreland County
Food Bank. If you would like to donate any items please bring them to church next
weekend, Nov. 21 and 22. This is the last weekend for the collection and the items
will be dropped off during the week of Thanksgiving. With the Commonwealth's
budget impasse prolonged, this has put a tremendous hardship on the WCFB, who up
to this point, has been able to sustain the amount of food given to the 7,200 enrolled
families throughout the community. Please help them maintain their level of service
as they continue to wait for annual grant money that is typically received by now.

Kids Liturgy

On Sunday. November 22 we will have our first Kids Liturgy of the ECF year. The
students will be involved in many aspects of the Divine Liturgy from helping in the
processions, a candlelight Gospel and helping with the collections, including one to
benefit the Westmoreland County Food Bank.

Coftee Social Sendoff

Please join us after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 22 for a Coffee Social
downstairs. This 1s the final Sunday to have the presence of Deacon Joseph and Semi-
narian Bryan at St. Stephen's. Both will be receiving new parish assignments for the
new year. Help us thank them for for sharing their talents during the past couple of
months. There will also be an opportunity to meet Deacon Joseph's wife, who will be
visiting from Olympia, Washington. See you there.

Food Bank Collection

Our ECF students are collecting non-perishable items for the Westmoreland County
Food Bank. If you would like to donate any items please bring them to church next
weekend, Nov. 21 and 22. This 1s the last weekend for the collection and the items will
be dropped off during the week of Thanksgiving. With the Commonwealth's budget
impasse prolonged, this has put a tremendous hardship on the WCFB, who up to this
point, has been able to sustain the amount of food given to the 7,200 enrolled families
throughout the community. Please help them maintain their level of service as they
continue to wait for annual grant money that is typically received by now.

Kids Liturgy

On Sunday. November 22 we will have our first Kids Liturgy of the ECF year. The
students will be involved in many aspects of the Divine Liturgy from helping in the
processions, a candlelight Gospel and helping with the collections, including one to

benefit the Westmoreland County Food Bank.



