March 15, 2015
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST ENT1

St. John Climacus

Divine Liturey Schedule

Mar. 14 (Sat) Vigil Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 5:00pm
Christian Lindberg—16th Birthday

Mar. 15 (Sun) Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast
St. John Cimacus

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 10:30am
Elizabeth, Rebecca & Alexander req’'d by Carl & Helen Magdic

Mar. 18 (Wed) NO PRESANCITIFIED LITURGY TODAY
Mar. 20 (Fr1) Service of the Akathist Hymn 7:00pm
Mar.21 (Sat) Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 5:00pm

Mar.22 (Sun) Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast
Mary of Egypt
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 10:30am
Health & Well-Being of the Members of the Robert Lanyi Family

- THE SANCTUARY LAMP

Continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
! in our church during the week of Mar. 15 thru Mar. 21 for +Joseph Sabol req’d by
- Larry & Mercedes Sabol.
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March 8, 2015
Sunday collection: $2,207.00

PRAYER LIST

Let us remember in our prayers all of our Friends and Parish Family
¢ Py Members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all those
¥4 who are in need of our prayers.
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James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, George Bodnar , Marian Campbell,
Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Fran Mogush,
Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephan,

Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.,

ENRICHMENT SESSIONS

We continue our weekly Enrichment Sessions Tuesday
Mar. 24, beginning at 9:00am. Please be free to join in,
even 1f you have missed some sessions. Each week is a
self-contained session, and so you are welcome to join in
at any time. Hope to see you there.

Pussy Willows

\  The warm weather of this past week reminds us that the pussy willows,
o the first branches to bud in the spring, will soon be sprouting forth. If
F YW you have willows in your yard or have access to them elsewhere,
please be attentive to them and cut them before they are too mature.
| You can bring them to the church and we can store them in a cool and
dark place in order to preserve them for Palm Sunday.




SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS
With the exception of the Bible and the Liturgical Service Books, there is no work

in Eastern Christianity that has been studied, copied and translated more often than
The Ladder of Divine Ascent by St. John Climacus.

The Ladder of... What??? ... by St. John... Whom???...

Every Lent in Byzantine monasteries, it is appointed to be read aloud in church or in
the refectory, so that some monks will have listened to it as much as fifty or sixty
times in the course of their lifetime. The popularity of The L adder in the East equals
that of The Imitation of Christ in the West, although the two books are quite differ-
ent in character.

St. John (6th century) lived in the desert of Sinai,at the foot
of the Mount where Moses spoke to God face to face. His
book is called The Ladder of Divine Ascent because it
uses the literary image of a ladder of thirty steps. It contain-
ed thirty chapters (one for each year of the public life of the

Lord) ..... detailing the thirty steps towards conversion and
new life in God.

He speaks of a Gospel way of life without compromise. He talks not only of repent-
ance, but of joy; not only of self-denial, but of entry into the divine life. Let's listen
to some of his advice...

On Fasting ...a person who is always looking after the belly (i.e., what we
are to eat) and at the same time hopes to control the spirit of evil desires is
like someone trying to put out a fire with oil.

On Pride ... most of the proud never really discover their true selves. They
think they have conquered their evil desires and they find out how poor they
really are only after they die.

On Humility...a tree naturally lifts its branches upwards when it has no fruit.
The more the branches bend, the more fruit vou will find there. The meaning
of this will be clear to the one disposed to understand it

Nine Fruits of the Spirit

Yes, there are many opportunities for personal growth and development for all people
in our Church. The House of Prayer sponsored by the Sisters of St Basil in Union-

town 1s offering a very interesting program entitled: Nine Fruits of the Spirit. This
will take place on Saturday, 28 March 2015 from 10:00 am —1:00 pm.

This program will explore St Paul’s nine fruits of the spirit and discuss how they are
the riches of a Christian-centered personality. Group discussions and activities will be

highlights of the workshop. Each participant will receive a book on one of the nine
fruits.

For registration, please call: 742.438.7149. Offering is $25 and this includes lunch.
PIROHY THIS WEEK

This will be the final time that we will make and sell pirohy this Lenten season. Here
1s our schedule for the week:

Monday & Tuesday: 9:00 am -- Making pirohy
Friday: 10:00 am — Sale of pirohy

Y ou are welcome to come and join us in this worthy fund-raising project of our parish
on Monday and Tuesday. Lend your hands and your heart and have a wonderful time
in the process ... you won’t be disappointed!

Annual Day of Reflection for Women

What a wonderful opportunity is coming our way for the women of our parish. Yes,
the 12" Annual Day of Reflection for Women will take place on Saturday, 11 April
2015 at St Elias Byzantine Catholic Church in Munhall PA.

Yes, this 1s a day just for women. It is entitled the Mosaic of Families and will be
filled with presentations from gifted women on topics that range from family to per-
sonal development. Brochures are available at the entrance to our church.

Women of our parish, please look at this as a wonderful opportunity to give yourself
the gift of a day of personal enrichment. You won’t be sorry!



The Akathist Hymn

In the Byzantine Tradition, other forms of devotion to Mary appeared over the centu-

ries. One of the most beloved is that called the Akathist Hymn. Adkarhist literally

means a hymn/prayer service sung without sitting. It is sung before the icon of the
Mother of God and consists of stanzas that offer titles of praise and honor that are
given to Mary. At end of each stanza, we proclaim: Rejoice, O Bride and Maiden
FEver-Pure! The church is literally filled with song and hynms of praise.

Even though this beautiful service has not always been maintained in parish church-
es, this 1s a great loss to the rich spirituality of our Church. It is especially recom-
mended to be sung during the Great Fast. In fact, if you look on your church calen-
dars, you will see that Saturday, 21 March, is called Akathistos Saturday. Thus the
Service is prescribed for us on the vigil of this day, on Friday evening. In some Byz-
antine churches, it is sung every Friday evening during the Great Fast.

So, on Friday, 20 March we will introduce this beautiful Marian Service in our
parish. As an added feature, the youth in our ECF program will have a special role to
play in this Service. Come and join us and participate in yet another magnificent and
rich prayer of our Church during this Lenten season

Having suffered the Passion for us,
Jesus Christ, Son of God,

Have mercy, have mercy, have mercy on us!

THE AKATHIST HYMN

The Byzantine Church is universally known for its profound devotion to Mary, the
Mother of God. In the iconographic tradition, there are perhaps as many icons of the
Theotokos as there of any other person or event. She is known by many titles and is be-
_~ ~_ _ lovedby everyone from unknown peasants and little people in villages
P ;’f \‘Hl 0 to the ereat theologians and bishops and patriarchs throughout history.

2 L0700 Mary touches the feminine side of all of us with her tenderness and
N compassion. Her maternal solicitude embraces all people, and there
are probably more churches dedicated to her honor and under her pro-
tection than any other ftitle.

The Rosary

It 1s well-known that in the Roman Catholic Church, the rosary to
Mary 1s undoubtedly the most popular personal devotion. It consists
of five decades (10) praying the “Hail Mary,” and the full rosary ac-
tually contains fifteen decades. This was initially a way for the com-
mon people, who did not have access to books which were very rare
and expensive or who were unable to read, to imitate the praying of
the Psalter, the 150 Psalms that are the basic prayer of monks. Thus one “Hail Mary”
was said for each of the 150 Psalms and the common folks were able to “pray as the
monks prayed.” This devotion grew in acceptance over the centuries so that it is today

seen as the most common prayer of the people in the Western Church.

Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God,

Have mercy on me a sinner!



