June 14,2015
Third Sunday After Pentecost

June 13 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
+Jean Dzura req’d by Lenny & Mary Pisarek

June 14 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Nicholas & Elizabeth Petro

June 20 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Intention of our Living & Deceased Fathers

June 21 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Intention of our Living & Deceased Fathers
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The Sanctuary Lamp
continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ in our church during the week of June 14 thru June 20 for a

special intention.
Call the office Mondays or Tuesdays to schedule the lamp
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June 7. 2015
Sunday Collection: $1,731.00

Let us vemember in curx pragews all ef curn Friends and Parish Family mem-
bens whe axe sick at hame ox in a nunsing facility and fex all these whe are in

James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell, Rose Chomanics,
John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Carl Magdic, Fran
Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia
Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

CHALICES REPLATED

There are two beautiful chalices here in our parish that we have not been able to use. They were terribly
tarnished, stained and unfit for use in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

Recently we have had them completely refinished with gold-plating that makes them eminently
fit for liturgical use. Even though the price of gold 1s quite expensive these days, our hiturgical
vestments and other liturgical instruments should always be fitting for the Divine Services.

#.3-8 Our goal 1s to always maintain a very high standard of liturgical worship i all that we do. The
= Byzantine tradition has always been noted for the beauty with which we approach the sacred.
The Services are to be properly celebrated, our singing should always be reverential and uplifting, our
demeanor in church should be inspiring and everything that we do should pomt to an experience of meet-
ing God m our worship.

SAVE THE DATE
You know the experience.

You are frying to describe someone whom you see in church, but you don’t know or remember their
name. The face 1s familiar but the name escapes you. Or, it may be the other way around. A friend men-
tions a name, and you recognize the name as a fellow parishioner of St Stephen Church, but you just can’t
picture the person.

Yes, we all go through that!

Well, we are planning to publish a new parish pictonal directory this fall. Our former one is quite out-of-
date and not too helpful these days.

This will help to put a name to faces that are familiar to us, but with whom we have not had the chance to
meet or talk. This directory will have the photos of each person or family along with their current
address, e-mail address and telephone number.

= The dates for the photos to be taken will be: 24, 25 & 26 September 2015. Please mark

L& o these dates on your calendar.

- More information will be forthcoming as we come closer to the dates.



DEACON FORMATION PROGRAM

In the Catholic and Orthodox Churches, there are three major orders: bishop, priest
and deacon. Each has its own special calling and its own special gifts. We are all
aware of the role of the priest in our parishes and eparchy, and most of us have had
some sense of what the bishop does. He is the leader of the eparchy and the one who
insures the unity of all the churches.

However, we may not all be aware of the role of the deacon in our church.
The term “deacon” comes from the Greek which means a “servant.” In tl
liturgical services, the deacon does most of the “active” roles, that is, |
chants the litanies, he does the incensations, he reads the Gospel and 1
assists the priest in various other ways.

In our Church throughout the United States, there is a program that prepares men for
this ministry; it is called the Deacon Formation Program and it takes place at the Byz-
antine Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh.

This program consists of a two-week intensive residential component each summer in
the month of June for four years. Additionally, the men continue to study throughout
the year with guided readings, writing of papers and other projects. Upon successful
completion of this four-year program, the men may be called by their bishops to be
ordained as deacons, and they normally serve in their home parishes.

For the next two weeks, Fr John will be in Pittsburgh at the Seminary during the week
for this program. He is one of the co-directors of the program, and will be residence

at the seminary during the week.

If there are any emergencies, he may be reached at: 412.352.7082.

GOSPEL CHARACTERS

The Gospels present us with some fascinating characters. In addition to the disciples
and the other followers of Jesus, we meet an interesting array of people who show up in
the Gospel stories.

In today’s Gospel reading, we find the Centurion, a mid-level military person. He had
probably started out as a simple soldier and then worked his way up through the ranks in
the army, until he was now in charge of a hundred men.

A seasoned military man ... he still had a deep sense of compassion as is seen in his
concern for his serving boy who was 1ll ... with some sort of painful paralysis.

He appmaches Jesus, with a sincere and humble faith, and when Jesus says that he will
. indeed come to see the boy ... the centurion, truly touched and
~ amazed by such a great favor ... says that he believes that simply a
word spoken by Jesus will help ... even from such a great distance.

Jesus 1s now the one who 1s amazed! He says that he has not found
such a great faith even among his own people, the Israelites.

And with this story, Jesus opens his mission to all peoples. Although he often proclaims
that he is sent only to the Israelites, in practice it is equally often the Gentiles who
demonstrate the deepest levels of faith.

Yes, it if often the outsider who shows the sincere and humble faith ... the centurion ...
the Samaritan Woman ... the Canaanite Woman whose daughter was ill.

They all challenge us ... not to become smug or satisfied in our relationship with God.
No one has it made! Faith is not something automatic ... nor is it a once-for-all deci-

sion. Rather, it is a daily commitment to live a life in union with God.

Lord, help us all to grow in faith and life and spiritual understanding



Listening in on Pope Francis ...

Announce the Good News through an inner journey

This is the task Jesus gives to his disciples. If a disciple stays still and doesn’t go out,
he does not give back to others what he has received in Baptism; he is not a true disci-
ple of Jesus. He lacks the missionary; he can’t get out of himself to be able to bring

something good to others.

"The journey of the disciple of Jesus is to go beyond [the limits] to bring this good
news. But there 1s another pathway for the disciple of Jesus: the inner journey, the
path within, the path of the disciple who seeks the Lord every day, through prayer, in

meditation.”

If the disciple does not continuously seek God in this way, the Pope said, the Gospel
that he takes to others will be weak, watered down — a Gospel with no strength.

A disciple of Jesus who does not serve others is not Christian

"This dual journey,” the Pope said, “is the double path that Jesus wants from his disci-
ples." It also requires service, the Pope stressed. “A disciple who does not serve oth-
ers 1s not Christian. The disciple has to do what Jesus preached in those two pillars of
Christianity: the Beatitudes and the 'protocol' on which we shall be judged, Matthew

(chapter) 25." These two pillars, he stressed, correctly “frame” evangelical service.

If a disciple is not journeying to serve, there’s no reason for the journey, Pope Francis
added. “If his life 1s not for service, there is no point in living the Christian life.”

If a disciple 1s not journeying to serve, there’s no reason for the joumey, Pope Francis
added. “If his life 1s not for service, there is no point in living the Christian life.”

One can become boastful and think, “’Yes, I am Christian; I am at peace, I confess, I go
to church services, I fulfill the commandments,'” the Pope cautioned. But the true disci-
ple is called to service to the other: “service to Jesus in the sick, the imprisoned, the hun-
ory, those with no shirt on their back,” the Pope said. Jesus wants this of us because He
1s to be found in them: “Service to Christ in others."

Serve freely vs the deceitfulness of riches

"It's sad when you find Christians who forget this Word of Jesus: ‘Freely you have re-
ceived, freely give',” the Pope added. “It's sad when you find Christian communities -
whether it be parishes, religious congregations, dioceses — which forget this ‘gratuity’
because behind this. . .there is the deception to assume that salvation comes from riches,
from human power."

Pope Francis summed up his Homily with these three key words: “Joumey, as a send-
ing off to announce the Gospel. Service: the life of a Christian 1s not for himself; it is for
others, as was the life of Jesus." And the third word, the Pope noted, 1s “Gratuity” or
“Freely:”
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