September 13, 2015
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday Before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Sept. 12 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Saturday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Sept. 13(Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
+Andrew & Victoria Andrako req’d by Sr. Margaret Ann Andrako

Sept. 14(Mon) Divine Liturgy 9:30am
FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Sept. 19(Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Saturday after the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Sept. 20(Sun)Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Sunday after the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
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Let us vemember in cur prayers all of cur Friends and Parish Family memberns whe are sick at
fieme ox in a nunsing facility and for all these whe axe in need of our prayens.
gfﬁ James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell, Rose
IO ¥
\ {f\ Chomanics. John Fekete, Richard Heckel. Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic.
O

Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Helen Rizzi, Joseph Rusinko, Maria
2P Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.
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FALL BINGO AT ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

A FALL BINGO will be held at the St Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church Social Hall,
624 East Pittsburgh Street, Greensburg, on Sunday, 27 September 2015 from 1:00 pm to
approximately 4:00 pm. Admission is $5.00 per person. Tickets may be purchased at
the door. Doors will open at 12:30 pm. Grocery gift cards will be given to winners of
regular bingos. In addition to the regular & quickie bingo games, there will be a
Chinese Auction, Food Basket raffles, 50/50 raffle, and various ethnic foods will be sold
to eat while playing bingo. For additional information concerning the bingo, call
724 832.8122.

CHAMPAGNE LUNCH & BINGO

St Elias Byzantine Catholic Church, 4200 Homestead-Duquesne Road. Munhall, is holding a
Champagne Lunch & Bingo on Sunday, 20 September 2015 in their Social Hall. Seating is
limited and all seats are reserved. Advance Tickets Required.

For tickets, please call 412.635.6104.

PIROHY PROJECT

Save the Dates. ..

Yes, the first smells of fall are in the air, and this signals the start of our parish Pirohy
Project for this year. Since our faithful pirohy workers do have such busy social
schedules, it 1s important to mark these dates on your calendars. So, place this schedule
on your refrigerator or wherever you keep your most important notes, passwords and

bank accounts, etc.

PIROHY PROJECT DATES

October November December
8 Make cabbage filling 5 Make cabbage filling 3 Make cabbage filling
10 Make potato filling 7 Make potato filling S Make potato filling

12-14 Make Pirohy 9-11 Make Pirohy 7-9 Make Pirohy



| PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY
(T { Hurry —— Don’t Delay
“ e Time is Running Short

PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

We are in the final preparation for a new parish photo directory to be published this year. Thus
we are asking each person or family to choose a time for their photo session. The details are
found on the inserts to the bulletin. There will be someone in the entrance of our church both
before and after the Divine Liturgies on the weekend to assist you in choosing a time.

Y ou may also sign up online, and the information may be found below.
How to sign up for you or your family’s photo:

1. NOW online at www. appt.lifetouch.com

2. At church before and after Liturgy
3. For assistance, call Mickey Dzura: 724-861-4144

There 1s no cost to be photographed & every family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait
in a new Caramel colored background.

Each family that brings in a non-perishable food item will receive $5 off portraits.

Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to make a treasured family keepsake.
Only participating households will receive a free directory!

Photography will take place in the church social hall:

Sept 24-26 Thurs-Fri 2-9pm and Sat 10am - 4pm

Please join us-it won’t be the same without you!

THE HOLY CROSS
Joy to you, life-bearing Cross of the Lord,
invincible triumph of the true faith.
You are the gate to Paradise,
the strength of the faithful,
and the stronghold of the Church.
Because of you, corruption no longer has meaning nor power.
By you we have been lifted up from earth to heaven.
You are an invincible weapon against evil,
a glory indeed for saints and martyrs,
and a haven for salvation.

You are the source of mercy to the world.

The sign of the cross made on the forehead is one of the oldest observances of the
Christian Church.

St. Basil the Great (329-379) mentions it ... along with the custom of facing the East
when praying ... as one of the unwritten traditions that goes back to the apostles. It is
quite possible that this tradition of the sign of the cross does in fact go back to the ear-
liest stages of Christianity.

Onginally, the sign of the cross was associated with baptism. Some early writers of
the Church often use the sign of the cross to indicate baptism itself.



It also was used early on in the other sacraments/mysteries. In addition, Christians
signed themselves before all the important activities of life. St. John Chrysostom
speaks of this:

Everything is done by the cross. Baptism is given by the cross ... the lay-
ing on of hands is done by the cross. Wherever we are, traveling or at
home, the cross is a great good, a saving protection, an impregnable

shield against the devil.

Indeed, this ancient Christian symbol ... 1s a powerful form of protection ... that we can
carry with us wherever we go ... and use it frequently ... to call upon the name of the

Lord ... and to renew ourselves in our baptismal commitment.

Some Liturgical Notes ...

On this feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, there is a special service of the
"Exaltation". Normally, this takes place at the end of the Matins Service; if, however,
Matins are not celebrated, it takes place at the beginning of the Divine Liturgy.

The Holy Cross is carried around the altar and placed on the Tetra-
pod ... while the congregation sings the Troparion of the feast. The
, Holy Cross, as the symbol of life ... 1s surrounded with flowers. The
22 Cross remains on the Tetrapod during the entire festive period, until
Sept. 21 (eight days, or an octave).

Each time we enter the church, we come forward ... bow deeply ... and
venerate the Holy Cross by kissing it ... thus renewing our Christian
commilment.

The Sign of the Cross

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since the time of the
Apostles. It 1s a pious act, which the Eastern Christians make in the
following manner; the thumb, the index and the middle finger of the
right hand are joined together, while the remaining two fingers are bent
and touching the palm of the hand. At first, the forehead is touched,

then the breast, the right shoulder and the left shoulder.

Besides the impression which the sign of the Cross makes on the sens-
es, 1t reminds us of its spiritual meanings. The three fingers joined to-
gether symbolize the Oneness of God in the three Persons of the Holy
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The two fingers, pressing the palm of the hand,
signify the union of the two natures in Christ, the Divine and the Human. The touch of
the forehead signifies that God is in our head (in our mind), the touch of the breast sig-
nifies that God is in our heart (in our feelings), the touch of the shoulders signifies that
God 1s in our limbs, directing them as He wills. In other words, by the sign of the Cross

we dedicate to the service of God all the power of our mind, heart, and soul.

We are led to this service of God by means of the sign of the Cross, because it reminds
us of Christ's death on the Cross, to which "God gave His only-begotten Son" out of
His love to the world (John 3:16). The sign of the Cross on our bodies is also a prayer
for God's blessing upon us and others. It has often proved a protection against evil,
whether in one’s inner thoughts or outward actions, when made in true faith in its pow-

Cr.

Therefore, we rightly make the sign of the cross when we start and close our prayers;
when we enter a Church:; when we kiss the Icons of the Saints; when the name of the
Persons of the Holy Trinity are pronounced during the Services; when sacred instances
occur during the Divine Liturgy; when we start and finish our meals; and on many oth-
er occasions. Its frequent repetition, when we are mindful of its significance, can be-
come to us a source and fountain of every blessing.



CATECHETICAL SUNDAY

Next Sunday we will be commemorating Catechetical Sunday as a new ECF year be-
gins. This year’s theme “Family: In the Image of God’ capitalizes on the notion that
the family 1s the basic unit of society. It is the “domestic Church” where God’s pres-
ence 1s made known “where two or three are gathered”. Catechetical Sunday draws
our attention to the need we have to learn, to know and exercise our great gift of faith -
and to teach it to others. Parents should be sure to have their children ready for a spe-
cial blessing during the liturgy. And, if you are already beyond the phase in life that
you have children in school, be sure to be present to pray for the next generation of ho-
Iy people. They’re here, looking up to you as an example. Aunts, uncles, older brothers
and sisters along with grandparents are all included in the term “famly” and, as such
share in the imagery of God. God 1s Trinity—three persons, yet one God. Family is not
confined to the number “three” but the principle is the same. Each individual shares a
common bond with each other individual-—that makes them “one”. Please join us dur-
ing this day of celebration.

Have you seen the poster on our bulletin boards for Cate-
Fa m“y chetical Sund:::y‘? It’s a 'remiﬂder t'hat on Sunday, 20 Sep-
S {08 Bnagt of fod tember, we Wlill be haV}ﬂg a special program for st'udenFS
bl s 208 and catechists in our parish. Be sure to be here, especially if
you are a student or teacher, to take part in the special pray-
ers which remind us of our real purpose in life, to live in the
knowledge that we are made in the Image of God. Each of
us! And, the poster tells us our family too is made in the
Image of God! That same God depicted on the poster as
| emitting raysof divine love looking over Noah’s fateful and

faithful journey 1s the God we are to serve in our journey.

SAVE THE DATE !
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Back by popular demand.... The second annual St. Stephen Oktoberfest
will be held on Sunday, October 11 after the Divine Liturgy. Come and en-
joy your favorite German delicacies including kolbassi and kraut, wieners,
potato salad and of course chocolate cake. There will be a sign up sheet in
the back of the church in order to make the menu complete, so please see
if there 1s something you would like to bring. The afternoon will be filled
with fun, fellowship and food. Don't miss 1t!



