December 13, 2015
Sunday of the Holy Patriarchs
Dec. 12 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Dec. 13 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Sunday of the Holy Patriarchs
Intention of our Parish Family

Dec. 14 (Mon) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Dec. 15 (Tue) Parish Council Meeting 7:00pm
Dec. 16 (Wed) Penance Service w/ Confessions 7:00pm
Dec 18 (Fri) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Dec 12 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
+Fr Richard Whetstone req’d by Steve & Judi Muchoney
Dec 20 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Sunday Before Christmas

Sunday of the Holy Ancestors of Christ

Intention of our Parish Family
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" The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord,
‘r God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Dec. 13 thru Dec.
19 for +Stephen and Irene Heinack.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are sick at
home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham. Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose N
Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel. Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Carl Magdic. | k\\\‘
Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky. Joseph Rusinko. Maria Rusinko, Mary Soltis, \l&f :-p-.
Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron, Sr. e

Our Tithe to our Church
Sunday, Nov. 15 .......... (TBA next week)

LOOKING AHEAD

As we are all planning our busy calendars, please note the upcoming events in our

parish calendar.

* Dec. 16

* Dec. 24

* Dec. 25

* Jan. 10

Penance Service—Confessions

(Several Priests available for confession)

Vigil of Christmas
9:00pm—Di1vine Liturgy of St. Basil with Vespers

Christmas Day
10:30am—Divine Liturgy -~

Annual St. Stephen Parish Dinner

at Banquets Unlimited

PENANCE SERVICE THIS WEEK

In preparation for the feast of the Holy Nativity of Christ, this is a good time for us all to review
our lives and seek God’s forgiveness for the ways in which we have not lived up to our
Christian commitments.

Perhaps there are no great sins that we recall. but we all know that we are not perfect; we do at
times speak and act in ways that are less than honorable. If we were to stand right in the pres-
ence of God at this moment, what would God see in us that needs to be changed in our lives?
What 1s there for which we would like to seek forgiveness?

If we take some time to seriously look at our lives, we will see our weaknesses and our need for
God’s mercy. And God 1s always waiting for us to come to him so that he can pour out his

IMETCy 011 Us.
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{1y This Wednesday at 7:00 pm. there will be several guest priests here at St Stephen

Parish to assist with confessions. This will be an excellent time to take advantage
of this opportunity.
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Once again we offer a sincere and heartfelt word of gratitude to all those who offered
their time and the works of their hands for our parish Pirohy Project. The generous and
joyful spirit made the work go quickly and much was accomplished in a short time.

Many thanks to all!

CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL

With the Archieparchial Choir
Sunday, December 20, 2015
2:00 PM
St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall

A choral program featuring beautiful and beloved Christmas hymns and carols from
Byzantine and Western traditions.

Hospitality reception with refreshments and treats following program in lower level of
the cathedral. All are Welcome No admission charge.

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY PATRIARCHS

When the three holy youths stood in the flaming furnace
as if covered with dew,
they mystically prefigured your coming from the Virgin,
giving light to us without being consumed.

And Daniel, the just and wondrous prophet,
clearly saw in a vision your second divine coming.
He said: I saw thrones set up and the Judge seated

and the river of fire flowing in his presence.

Through their intercession

deliver us from this fire, O Lord.

On this second Sunday before the feast of the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the
Holy Patriarchs and Ancestors of Christ ... those Old Testament figures who somehow

foreshadowed him.

Most of us are not as familiar with the Old as we are with the New Testament. And
so, we often miss many of the allusions that occur in the prayers and liturgical hymns
of our Church.

For example, the above quoted hymn refers to the Three Youths in the
fiery furnace ... along with the prophet Daniel. This account may be read
t{r) ¢ 1n the Book of Daniel, especially the first three chapters.

'_ ﬁ,{\a Qﬁ‘ % The Three Holy Youths refused to worship the gelden 5tatue that the
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But when they entered the white-hot furnace, the flames did not consume
them; rather, they were protected by a dew-laden breeze blowing through the furnace ... even
though those who had cast them into the furnace were themselves consumed by the heat.

The spiritual writers of our church see in this image of a flaming furnace that did not consume
them ... an image of the virgin birth ... that 1s, Mary gave birth, but her virginity remained
intact.

These Holy Youths, along with all those who in some manner pre-figured the coming of
Christ into our world ... are all remembered today.

Take a few minutes to read from the Book of Daniel ... and let it be your spiritual refreshment
in these days of preparation for Christmas.
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The
Byzantine Choir of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
And

Again the parishioners of St. Stephen answered the call and helped others this
Thanksgiving. We were pleased to send a donation of $547.00 to the
Westmoreland County Food Bank. Thank You and may God Bless You!

The Immaculate Conception Church Chotr

% - ‘:, f:j 3 Presents
Immaculate Conception Church Presents 5 = “ M
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U Festival of Nine Lessens and Carels Soul Praclaims
Please join us for our 7th Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols.
SR | | | Fhe Queatness of the Lord”
Begin a new tradition this year by heralding the Christmas Season with us

in song and Scripture.

The Song of Mary from the Gospel of Luke has a rich tradition both liturgically and
musically in the Eastern and Western Churches.

Sunday
December 20, 2015
December 13, 2015
7:00 PM apm

All are invited to a reception immediately following the concert.
A reception will be held afterward P y g

, Immaculate Conception Church
308 Second Street, Irwin, Pa. 15642

308 Second Street
Irwin, Pa. 15642



