July 12, 2015

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY

July 11 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm KENNYWOOD PARK
+Bernadette Squeglia req’d by Diane & Andrea Petrillo _
July 12 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am P A cordial invitation is extended to all our parish family to the

For the victims of religious violence both in our country and annual Byzantine Catholic Family Day at Kennywood Park. This
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throughout the world. .‘ N\ will take place on Thursday, 23 July 2015. The park opens at
% s ' D 10.30 am, and the full schedule for the day may be found on the
- ¢
sy S D'IV'IIIE L_lmrgy 5:30am r. poster on the bulletin board at the entrance to our church.
July 18(Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm {
July 19(Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am The day begins with a Prayer Service at 11.30 am, and discounted tickets are
+Helen Durica req’d by Ruth & Ray Seech available by contacting the GCU at: 724.495.3400. Deadline for discounted

tickets 1s July 13.

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen

Lﬂl‘dz, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church dll]i'iﬂg the week of MORE IMPROVEMENTS AROUND OUR PARISH!
% July12 thru July 18 for + Jean Dzura. Ctexnal Memary M/‘\
- '
RGNS o TR e e B i) .!;E'!E_Eﬁm Tl 2 Last week brought about a few more improvements around our
parish. New gutters and downspouts were installed on the church
e building and the educational wing/social hall annex. The old gutters
July 5, 2015 were too small to handle the amount of water coming off such a large area as our
Sunday CDllec;iDn' $2.194.00 church roof. Thus new six inch gutters with appropriate downspouts have been

installed. This work was completed this past week.
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. ; . : Also, new doors and storm doors were installed on the rectory this week. And, good
Let us temembier all Friends and Parish Family ; 2
N “ m_m PR _ e _ ﬂ_‘ _ o news! The kitchen door now even opens! And even more, the addition of screen doors
I % membiers who ave sick at fome ex in a nunsing facility and for all these whe allow for fresh air to circulate throughout the downstairs!
Ha_x minneedafaum pragers.
QZ A y*“‘ The ongoing generosity of our parishioners has allowed this to be done and completely

<7 James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marion Campbell,
Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan,
Carl Magdic, Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry
Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.

paid for. Thanks to all!



HOLY MEDITATION

The Practice of Centering Prayer

In the midst of our hectic and hassled world, it is important for all of us to find a quiet
place, a place where we can withdraw from the busyness of daily life, a quiet place in
our hearts. In the Gospels, Jesus speaks about this as an “inner room.”

“Centering Prayer” has its roots in the early monastic tradition of the Christian East,
and it has emerged in popularity at different times over the centuries. It is a form of
contemplative prayer that leads us to achieve interior silence and an awakening of the
presence of the Holy Spirit within us.

A % This workshop will teach you how to practice Holy Meditation and make it
) part of your daily life to heal self-centeredness, bring quiet and peace to the

soul, and open you to hear and feel the Holy Spirit working within.

It will take place here at St. Stephen Church on Saturday, 25 July 2015, from 10:00am
to 11:00am. It will be led by Mr. John Corcoran, a man very interested in the prayer of
the Eastern Church. There will be no charge for this program. There will also be the
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation following the meditation period.

WELCOME FR ROBERT PIPTA

This weekend we warmly welcome Fr Robert M Pipta, the rector of the Byzantine
Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh, to our parish for the celebration of the Divine Litur-
gies.

Fr Robert has been chosen by Metropolitan William to lead the Seminary at this time, a
position of tremendous responsibility. Under his leadership, the Seminary is reaching
out into new territories, especially through on-line learning and the accreditation of on-
line courses. This makes the offerings of the Seminary faculty available literally to
people all around the world. The Seminary has a very talented and highly-specialized
faculty who are experts in Byzantine and Eastern theology, liturgy and other related
subjects.

We can all be very proud of our Seminary and the work that Fr Robert and his faculty
and staff continue to do for our church. Let us remember to keep all of them in our
prayers.

TWO BLIND MEN
Many of us have had the experience of at least a partial loss of vision.

Those of us who wear corrective lenses can undoubtedly remember what it was like
before we went to the eye doctor ... straining and squinting to read the chalkboard at
school ... signs along the road seemed to be fuzzy and indistinct ... newsprint seemed to
be smaller and smaller ... and the fine print on directions was just about impossible to
read ... our arms were not long enough to hold them far enough away!

For others in later years, it may have been the problem with cataracts ... and the gradu-
al loss of clear vision.

Remember what it was like to have the doctor try out different lenses on you ... how
clear and distinct the letters appeared!

It was as if the whole world was brought into clarity! Everything seemed so distinct
and sharp. We noticed so much more that had gradually faded away from our field of
vision.

Sight is a precious gift. In the ancient world there were no corrective lenses ... and so
when one's sight was diminished, there was no way to correct it. People were doomed
to live in a partially-sighted world. And there were so many diseases caused by the
dust and unsanitary conditions ... as well as the glaring bright sun of the Middle-East.

Thus, a number of the healing stories in the Gospels are con-
cerned with blindness. Jesus restores sight ... and often this
1s an image of faith ... seeing with the inner eye ... the spir-

itual eyes that allowed a person to see and accept Jesus as
the Messiah.

As we give thanks for the gift of sight ... we also pray for the
inner eyes of spiritual understanding ... that we may truly see God in all we do.



Listening in on Pope Francis ...

Pope Francis preached about the importance of the family, which he described as
“the nearest hospitadl, the first school for the yvoung, and the best home for the el-
derly” 1n front of several hundred thousand worshippers during the first stop in his
three-nation tour of South America.

“How many of our adolescents and young people sense that [happiness, love, and
plenty] are no longer found in their homes?” Francis asked. “How many women,
sad and lonely, wonder when love left, when it slipped away from their lives? How
many elderly people feel left out of family celebrations, cast aside and longing
each day for a little love?”

Francis said that unemployment, illness and difficult situations which families ex-
perience can also lead to a lack of love in the family life.

Within the family, Francis said, no one is disposable, and said that miracles are per-
formed “with what little we have.” Many times, he said, family life is not ideal nor

“what we dreamed of,” nor even what ““‘should have been.”

The pope urged society to invest in the family, because despite what statistics say,
the richest, deepest, and most beautiful things are yet to come. “The time is com-
ing when we will taste love daily, when our children will come to appreciate the
home we share, and our elderly will be present each day in the joys of life,” Fran-
cis said.

As expected, at times Francis strayed from his prepared remarks, at one point shar-
ing a personal story about his own childhood.

“When my mom was asked which one of her five children she loved the most, she’d
said each one was like a finger: If you pinch one, it hurts as much as if you’d pinched

the other,” the pope said, pretending to pinch one of his fingers.

Donate a little time,
And perhaps
Change a life.

Senior Independence Hospice is seeking individuals who would like to volunteer
their time to help serve those who are going through the final stages of their lives.

Hospice volunteers provide a variety of support for patients and their families includ-
Ing:

e Companionship: Visit patients in their own home or in a facility for conversa-
tion, reading, music, or a cup of tea or coffee.

e Respite: Being present with a patient to give family members or a caregiver
time to rest or take care of business or personal needs

e Bereavement: Supporting family members for a year through phone calls,
visits and cards after the loss of their loved one

e Office support: Help with mailings, filing, phone calls, or other office duties to
support the hospice program

If you are interested, or for more information, please call Kathy Pehanich at 724-864-
7388, ext. 288.

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE—
September 13,2015 3:00p.m. —St. Elias Church, Munhall

If you are celebrating a wedding anniversary of 10, 25, 40, 50,
55, 60, 65 or additional years during this year of 2015. Please & » :
provide the necessary information. The first names of both ?’,’:“/—\?\
spouses and specify the names of the jubilarians exactly as they <
are to appear on the anniversary certificate. Also, indicate if you

are attending. Certificates are sent to all, whether they are able to

attend or not. Blank forms are in the entrance to the church.



