October 11, 2015
Sunday of the Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council

Oct. 10 (Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm
Oct. 11 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Michael John Rosko

req’d by John, Maryann & Connor Lydon

Oct 16 (Fr1) Divine Liturgy 8:30am
Oct. 17(Sat) Divine Liturgy 5:00pm

+Jeffrey John Busko req’d by mother Rosella E. Busko
Oct. 18(Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Jean Dzura req’'d by Richard & Mary Heckel
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Sunday October 4, 2015 —%$ 2,457.00

We are grateful to the family of +Alice Kohan who recently passed away for their
kind donation of $200.00 in memory of their mother.  May the Lord bless them for

their generosity and may He give a peaceful repose to his servant +Alice.

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen
| Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of Oct.
: 2 11 thru Oct. 17 for +Jeffrey John Busko. “Efrernal Memory”.
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Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are

sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of our prayers.
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James Abraham, Tillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, iR {‘\\
%

Rose Chomanics, John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Ed Klotz, Marie Klotz, \
Carl Magdic, Fran Mogush, Fr. Anselm Orlosky, Helen Rizzi, Joseph

Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terry Soltis, Cecelia Stephen, Margaret
Weber, John Voron, Sr.
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BYZANTINE SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE 2015

“In the New Testament Jesus asked 183 questions, gave 3 answers and answered 307
questions with a question in return like a good rabbi. The point of this approach is to
allow the natural curiosity of the human person to draw him or her to an encounter with
the person of Jesus.”

This Conference will give seekers an opportunity to move from knowing “about Jesus”
to the possibility of a real relationship with a personal God who loves us.

This Conference will take place on Saturday, 7 November 2015 at St John the Baptist
Cathedral in Munhall PA. Please mark your calendars. More information will be forth-

coming.

A CHRISTMAS MARKET

St. Elias Byzantine Catholic Church in Munhall, Pa. is bringing the
European Christmas Markets to the Steel Valley in their Social
Hall on Sunday, 15 November 2015 from 12:00 noon to 7:00 pm.

Start your special Christmas shopping, enjoy a stuffed cabbage or chicken paprika
lunch/dinner. Stay all day and listen to live music. Special desserts will also be availa-
ble.

ANNUAL CARPATHO-RUSYN CELEBRATION

An Ethnic Festival—the 34th ANNUAL CARPATHO-RUSYN CELE-
BRATION will be held at St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic £
Church Social Hall in Uniontown, Pa., on Sunday, 25 October, from
12:00 noon to 6:00 pm. There will be ethnic foods, baked goods and
entertainment. There will also be speakers, demonstrations, displays
and videos about the Carpatho-Rusyn people, and children’s activities
will be featured. Everyone is welcome. Admission is free.




PIROHY THIS WEEK

As you undoubtedly realize, many of the projects that we have been able to complete around our
parish have been made possible through our parish Pirohy Project.  This 1s the major fund-
raiser for our parish, and we depend on the faithful volunteers who lend their hands and their
hearts to this project.

Once again this week we will be making pirohy on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Won't
you consider lending a hand during this time! You’ll find a wonderful group of co-workers, a

great spirit and will return home light-hearted after being here.

We look forward to your company this week!

SOME FINANCIAL NOTES

As a parish, our primary responsibility is to provide for the spiritual needs of our parish family.
This includes excellence in liturgical services, well-prepared homilies, catechetical instruction
for youth and on-going enrichment for adults, visiting the home-bound and those in various

medical facilities, and personal spiritual guidance as requested.

We are also called to be good stewards of our parish resources. As you saw in last week’s bulle-
tin, we have been addressing the various needs around our parish property and will continue to
do so.

We have set the goal of trying to meet our ordinary expenses through our regular Sunday and
feast day donations. This will allow us to then use the proceeds from our fund-raising projects
to both pay down our previous debts as well as address new projects and renovations.

Looking at our financial reports from the last year, we need approximately $9,000 per
month to meet our normal expenses. So, each month, we will publish our total collec-
tion so that we can see how close we are to our target. In September, our total was
$8130. Thus we did not quite meet our target. With the generosity of all, we can meet

this target each month.

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH!

We are blessed to have two seminarians with us for this fall semester each Sunday morning to
assist in our parish. Deacon Joseph Wargacki will be here to serve as deacon for the Divine Lit-
urgy. and he will also have the opportunity to preach on occasion. Seminarian Bryan Scotton is
with us once again. and he will be assisting at the Liturgy and will also be training epistle read-
ers for our parish. Please welcome them when you see them.

Also. we are blessed to welcome another new parishioner, Marcy Elder. who has recently joined
our parish community. Marcy, who is originally from Holy Trinity parish in Sykesville PA,
now lives in this area, and we warmly welcome her into our parish family. So., when vou see
someone new in our church, please be sure to introduce yourself and show them a hearty St
Stephen welcome!

FATHERS OF THE SEVENTH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

At various times throughout the liturgical year, we commemorate the Fathers of the
first seven Ecumenical Councils, the councils that have been accepted by all churches,
Orthodox and Catholic alike.

But, who are these "Fathers" ... and what is their place in the life of our Church?

The great writers and theologians of the early church (especially

THE HOLY % FAMERS-  the fourth century, when the foundations for much of our doctrine

" o were being laid), have a special place of reverence in our Church.

Now, not every theologian is considered a '"Father" of the

Church ... but only those whose writings have been judged and ac-
cepted by the body of the Church as truly representing our faith.

Yes, we have the Scriptures ... but the Scriptures are read and in-
terpreted by the whole Church. We do not each read and interpret
the Bible alone; it 1s the book of the Church ... and thus it is most

clearly interpreted in the believing community.

The Fathers are those writers and theologians who have given expression to our faith ...
for example, to the relationship between Jesus and the Father -- that they are of one and
the same substance ... that Jesus is in no way inferior to the unseen Father. They also
teach us about the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from the Father through the Son ... and

the Holy Trinity form a circle of life and love that overflow into creation.

Although there are quite a number of writers who qualify for the term "Father of the
Church" ... we pay special reverence to some of them ... especially those that our Litur-
gy calls the three great hierarchs and ecumenical teachers -- Basil the Great, Gregory
the Theologian, and John Chrysostom. Their writings are still a source of teaching and
inspiration for us today ... we still pray many of the same prayers that came from their
lips ... and their spirit still fills the life and heart of our Church.

Together with these great Fathers, we honor all those bishops and theologians who
have given shape to our faith. We may not be able to walk in their footsteps ... but we

can seek the same vision of God that inspired them.



SERVICE IN OUR PARISH

The Liturgical Services of our Byzantine Catholic Church invite the active participa-
tion of all of us. We are accustomed to the regular service of the priest, the altar serv-
ers, the cantor and the ushers. However, there are many other roles that are open to

both women and men in the Divine Liturgy.
For example:

Readers for the Epistle

Holding the Gospel Book

Holding the Communion Cloth

We would like to see as many as possible of our parishioners become more actively
involved in the Divine Liturgy and other Services. There will be training available to
do this, so don’t worry about not knowing what to do or how to do it. Please indicate
your interest in participating more actively in the Liturgy by signing below and return-
ing it to Fr John.

Name:

Reading the Epistle:

Holding the Gospel Book:

Holding the Communion Cloth:
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