February 1, 2015

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Divine Liturev Schedule

Jan 31(Sat)  Vigil Divine Liturgy 5:00 pm
+Joseph Hreha req’d by Michael & Shirley Andrevko

Feb 1 (Sun) Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Nolan Keleschenyi, Rebecca Pettaway, Ava Shilobod in celebration of their
February birthdays

Feb 2 (Mon) Feast of the Encounter of Our Lord with Simeon & Anna
Divine Liturgy 7:00pm

Feb. 4 (Wed) Divine Liturgy 8:30 am
+Steve & Agnes Babich req’d by Andy Babich

Feb 6 (Fr1) Vespers of the Departed 7:00pm
Hramoty: Remembrances of the Names of the Departed

Sat 7 (Sat) Vigil Divine Liturgy 5:00 pm
Blessings for Lewis Rabayda: Ordination to the Diaconate

Feb 8(Sun) Sunday of the Meat Fare
Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
+Helen Seech req’d by Ruth & Ray Seech

THE SANCTUARY LAMP
Continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ in our church during the week of Feb. 1 thru Feb. 7 for the founders and
benefactors of this holy church..
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Jan. 25th Collection: $1443.00
Pledge Donation: $ 300.00

PRAYER LIST

Let us remember in our prayers all of our Friends and Parish Families members who are sick at home or
in a nursing facility and for all those who are in need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tiillie Abraham, Diane Abraham, Marian Campbell, Rose Chomanics,

{ﬁ\ John Fekete, Richard Heckel, Marie Klotz, Alice Kohan, Fran Mogush,
W, ¥ 7o F r. Anselm Orlosky. Joseph Rusinko, Maria Rusinko, Terri Soltis, Cecelia Stephan,
& bW Margaret Weber, John Voron Sr.
ALL SOULS SATURDAYS

This Saturday, 7 February, is the first of the five All Souls Saturdays in our Church. On these
days, we commemorate the faithful departed of our families and of our parish. If you have not
yet done so, please remit the list of names of your departed loved ones to the parish office by
Tuesday of this week. They will be remembered in each of the five All Souls Saturdays.

The custom of announcing the names of the deceased during the liturgical
services can be traced back to the first centuries of Christianity. Already in
the fourth century, the practice was strongly defended by St. Epiphanius (d.
403) as a "firmly established tradition" in the Church. He writes: Concerning
the ritual of reading the names of the deceased, what can be more useful or
suitable; what can be more worthy of admiration?

This venerable custom was transmitted to us by our ancestors as a part of our beautiful spiritual
heritage. Every year, just before Meat-Fare Saturday, the families give the lists of their departed
loved ones ("Hramoty") to the parish priest with the request that they be mentioned at the
appointed services held for the deceased.

This week, we will celebrate the Vigil of this day by serving Vespers of the Departed on Friday
evening, 6 February, at 7:00 pm. As you undoubtedly know, Vespers are the traditional
evening prayer of our Church. It is a beautiful Service to close the day and lead us into the
following day. This Service offers us the opportunity to meditate on the Christian meaning of
death and to pray for our departed loved ones.

At the end of the Service, we have the “Hramoty ”, the litany and the reading of the names of
our departed loved ones. Our family members and friends may be gone, but this Service
reminds us that they are not forgotten. They are very much alive and present to us as we
remember them.



MORE OPPORTUNITIES ... for growth!

A retreat 1s simply a time a getting away from the pressures of daily life in order
to draw back (retreat), breathe deeply and allow ourselves to be immersed in time
with God.

A special type of retreat to do this is often called a Poustinia, the Russian word
for “desert.” On this weekend, you begin with a short introduction to the retreat;
this 1s followed by a 24 hour period of silence ... a time of prayer and fasting ... a
time just to be alone with the Lord.

Just think ... 24 hours with just you, your Bible and God! Sound inviting? This
will take place on the weekend of 20-22 February. If you would like more
information, please contact Mount St Macrina House of Prayer at: 745.438.7149.
Let this be your Lenten gift to yourself.

If you would like to talk more about what a Poustinia involves, come and talk
with Fr John! He would love to talk about it!

Listening in on Pope Francis ...

“How greatly I desire that all those places where the Church is present, especially
our parishes and our communities, may become islands of mercy in the midst of the
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sea of indifference!

This was part of Pope Francis’ message for the Great Fast this year. He goes on to
say that so long as we are relatively healthy and comfortable, we do not often think
about those less well off. This selfish indifference has taken on global proportions,
he says, so that many people feel that the door to God is closed off to them. They
feel as if no one cares about them.

What a horrible thought! People, our brothers and sisters, who feel so cut off from
others that they feel as if even God is also closed off to them.

Thus, the pope calls us to be islands of mercy in our parishes, having attentive and
generous hearts. Let’s make this one of our Lenten goals: To become islands of
mercy, both in our personal lives and in our parish, offering a warm welcome to
others so that no one feels alone.

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

Can you recall one of the worst moments of your life?

A time when you felt so low that you had to look up to see the bottom ... a time when
you felt that you had completely ruined your life ... or whenever everything you had
worked for seemed to fall apart ... a time when your self~-image hit bottom ... when
everything around you seemed to crumble ...

Okay ... by now you get the picture ...

Tole TRODN=N, S0

This 1s the 1image of the son in today's Gospel reading. He was a young
Erl ! man in the prime of life ... and he had already asked his father for his part
YML! of the family inheritance ... he had taken the money (undoubtedly against
-4 % the advice of his father and everyone around him) ... and had squandered it
on foolish living ... spending it on people he probably did not even know.

But, ah! ... he was young ... and sometimes it is hard for us in our youth to
imagine that we could be wrong! We must live for the moment ... you only go around
once! ...

And now he was broke ... and all his supposed friends had disappeared as quickly as his
money had run out ... he was hungry ... and lonely ... and afraid ... The world can be
very cruel and threatening at moments such as these.

There he was ... aJew ... in a pagan land ... feeding pigs!!! Of all animals, this one was
considered unclean for Jews ... unfit to eat or be near. And here he was ... feeding

them ... and wishing he could even share some of their food! It is hard to imagine going
lower than this!

It was at that moment that he remembered ... the last warm and loving memory that
remained in the recesses of his heart ... his father ... the very memory of his father

spoke to him of love ... and he knew he could go back home.

This 1s Jesus' image of God ...



FEAST OF THE ENCOUNTER

On this feast, the Church meditates on the mystery of the Lord Jesus ... who as a human person
was brought to the Temple on the 40" day after his birth in conformity with the Law ... the
Law that he, as Son of God, gave to Moses to obey.

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “Consecrate to me every first-born that
opens the womb among the Israelites, both of man and beast, for it belongs to
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me.

If vour son should ask you later on, 'What does this mean?' you shall tell him, 'With a
strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, that place of slavery. When Pharaoh
stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed every first-born in the land of Egypt
every first-born of man and of beast. That is why I sacrifice to the Lord everything of
the male sex that opens the womb, and why I redeem every first-born of my sowns.

(Exodus 13:1-2, 14-15)

All the rituals of consecration and dedication to God ... have their roots in the experience of
remembering. Remembering what God had done for them ... the people then made some ges-
ture of dedication of themselves back to God.

Remembering how God had saved them from the power of the Egyptians ... and
ST i remembering the stubbornness of Pharaoh ... and remembering that every

(4 (-t il first-bom in the land of Egypt was killed ... the people of Israel now dedicated
S their own first-born to God. It was a sign that all that they receive ... indeed
comes from the hand of God.

We too are called to remember ... to remember all that we have been given ... our very breath
of life ... our families and loved ones ... our talents and possessions ... everything has been
given to us ultimately from the hand of God.

And remembering that it 1s all a gift ... we too are called to dedicate ourselves back to the
Lord ... for we are truly his.

Our Condolences

rl We offer the prayerful condolences of our parish family to Marian Campbell on
—LI—' the recent passing of her brother George at the age of 88. May the Lord God of all

consolation give comfort to his servant Marian and her family and may he give to
his servant George a peaceful repose and eternal memory.

LOOKING AHEAD

Even though we are just emerging from the Christmas/ Theophany season, when we look at the
calendar, we see that the great Fast is not too far off. Yes, the Lenten season does come early
this year.

As part of our parish prayer life, we will celebrate the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifis each
Wednesday and Friday evenings as is customary. This liturgy is the major liturgical service of
this season

In addition, we would like to offer an Enrichment Program each week for all those interested in
growing more deeply in their faith and in their understanding of the life of our Church. This
program is entitled: The Eucharist in Scripture. It will consist of six weekly sessions in which
we can delve more deeply into our understanding and appreciation of the Eucharist as it 1s

rooted in the Scriptures.

We will begin on Tuesday, 10 February, and continue each Tuesday through 24 March (we
will not meet on Tuesday, 17 March due to the Pirohy Project!). We will begin with a short
Lenten Service at 9:00 am, and this will be followed by coffee & rolls with the Enrichment
Program.

This should be an exciting adventure in growing in our faith and life and spiritual understand-
ing! If you are interested, please contact Fr John via phone or email.

SAVE THE DATES !
Please mark your calendars for dates of the upcoming Pirohi Project.

Feb. 12 9:00am  Cooking Cabbage
Feb. 14 9:00am  Cooking Potatoes
Feb. 16 -17 -18 Making Pirohi



