December 9, 2018
Twenty-Nineth Sunday After Pentecost

Liturgical Schedule

Dec. 8 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm

Dec. 9 (Sun) Twenty-Nineth Sunday After Pentecost
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Nicholas Pasternak req by Pasternak Family

Dec. 15 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S:00pm

Dec. 16 (Sun) Sunday of the Forefathers
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Our Tithe to our parish
December 2, 2018 - - - $3144.00

e e e e e e e e e B e B B e e e e e e B B e e e e e B e B e B e e e e B B B e e B e e B e B B e e e B e e B e e o e o e

The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our
Risen Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ mm our church during the

week of December 9 thru December 15 for +George Yarosik req
by son David.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family
members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who
are in need of our prayers.

Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Marion Campbell,
Steven Fekete, Kevin Ianni, Carl Magdic, Fr. John Petro, Clarence Rizzi,
Heln Rizz1, Joseph Rusmko Sr., Sue Sabol, Ruth Seech, Mary Soltis,
Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, Debbie Vasko, John Voron Sr
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Angel Tree

The Angel Tree 1s up 1n the church narthex and this year our Christmas mission effort

will benefit Redstone Highlands personal Care Home off of Lincoln Way in North
Huntimgdon.

Please select a tag and mark down your information. Due to privacy
concerns, the tags are numbered and names are not provided.

Y ou can choose to return your items wrapped or unwrapped to the
church 1n gift bags (with the original tag) by Dec. 14. The staff at

Redstone 1s happy to partner with our parish and plans to distribute all
the gifts at their holiday party on Christmas Eve.

If you have any questions please call Kristen Kelescheny1 412-726-0676.
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KOLBASSI SALE

Once again the Mens’ Club of SS Peter and Paul Church in Duquesne 1s sponsoring a
Kolbassi Sale. This has proven to be very successful in the past, and our parishioners
have raved about the quality and taste of these kolbassi.

Order sheets may be found at the entrance of the church.
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Program Schedule

MOUNT SAINT MACRINA
HOUSE OF PRAYER

Christmas Preparation Retreat
Fr. Cypnan Constantine, OSB

“The Time of Salvation is Near”

Prepare by Prayer, Fasting, Repentance
and Almsgiving”
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018
1:15pm - 5:30pm Includes Dinner
Offering: $35 Regstration Due Dec. 12
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
offered along with a conference and
a praver service.

OPEN HOUSE
Jan. 13,2019
1:30pm - 3:30pm
Come and spend some time with the Staff
1n the warmth of the House of Prayer!

724-438-T7149
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LISTENING

Amma Theodora said that a teacher ought to be a stranger to the desire for
domination, vain-glory, and pride; one shotild not be able to fool them by flat-
tery, nor blind them by gifts, nor conquer them by the stomach, nor dominate
them by anger,; but they should be patient, gentle and humble as far as possible;
they must be tested and without partisanship, full of concern , and a lover of
sotls.

Theodora was one of the Mothers (Amma) of the desert ... a part of that group of
women and men who left the “world” and entered a life of contemplation 1n the desert .

Their goal was not to “run away” ... 1t was to “run toward” God ... to find a place
where they could listen deeply to the voice of God who spoke m the silence of their
hearts. Although they lived rigorous ascetic lives, and often under very harsh condi-
tions ... they were not engaged 1n some sort of “spiritual Olympics™ ... but instead,
they became some of the most compassionate and understanding people ... men and
women who probed the depths of the human heart ... who, because they learned to lis-
ten to themselves, ... could also listen deeply to both God and others.

Hence, Theodora speaks to all who would be teachers, parents and
educators, catechists and coaches, clergy and counselors, grand-
parents and neighbors ... 1n a word, to all who would offer advice
to others.

Go back and read her words once again. We realize that this kind of wisdom does not
come from books ... but from the experience of daily living and deep listening.

We are all submerged 1n a cacophony of voices and noises that clamor for our atten-

tion. And we all need to find a quiet place and quiet time ... just to listen deeply and
the same voice of God that spoke to Theodora ... still speaks ...

But, we must listen ...



LISTENING IN ON POPE FRANCIS
“A church without joy 1s unthinkable™

"“ﬂ A church without joy 1s unthinkable. Above all because Jesus Christ 1s
joyful and gives joy. So that 1s what the church must do, transmit joy,

' ] a joy that spreads peace.
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In the Book of Isaiah, we see the desire for peace that we all have. It 1s the peace

that the Messiah brings to us. In the Gospel, on the other hand, we are able to see a

little into the soul of Jesus, the heart of Jesus: a joyful heart.

We always think of Jesus when He preaches, when He heals, when He travels,
walks along the street, even during the Last Supper ... But we aren’t used to think-
ing about Jesus smiling, joyful. Jesus was full of joy. In that intimacy with His Fa-
ther; ‘I rejoiced in the Holy Spint and praised the Father’. It 1s precisely the internal
mystery of Jesus, that relationship with the Father in the Spirit. It 1s His internal joy,
the interior joy that He gives to us.

[ pray that the Lord may give this joy to all of us, this joy of Jesus, praising the
Father 1in the Spint.

\; }. P\ I"'-‘b }‘ g 4"::-} tr 4‘;\)‘ s 4‘!}’ . 4 4‘3}. g 4 P

--u--+--

vr? vs?.v@* r&* v¢? va*
.’_"- N 1 N 1 e 1) N ) N 1 N

Mark Your Calendars for Januarv 13, 2019

This year’s get together will be held on Sunday January 13, 2019 at Woody’s Piazza
Ristorante mside the Antonelli Event Center at 100 Colony Drive just off Rt.30. It 1s
located up the hill behind the Howard Hanna Real Estate building. Festivities will
start at 12:00 noon followed by a sit down dinner at 1:00pm. Y ou will be able to
choose one of three entrees from a menu that will be on the tables where you will be
sitting. Children up to age 12 will be able to select spaghetti with meatball or chick-
en fingers and fries. Everyone will be able to enjoy homemade wedding soup, tossed
salad, fresh baked Italian bread and non-alcoholic beverages. The cost for all of this
delicious food 1s just $25.00 for adults and, as 1n the past, children and our young
adults 1n high school are free of charge. Signup sheets are in the vestibule of the
church. Although there 1s no cost for children and young adults, please indicate their
ages 1n the appropriate column on the signup sheet because these meals vary accord-
ing to age groups.

Hope to see you there.
Fr. John and the Parish Advisory Council

Mark Your Calendars for December 16, 2018

The Total Parish ECF date for this month will be Sunday, Dec. 16. Seminarian Paul
West will be the speaker for the adults on this day and there will once again be a pot
luck lunch. Please bring a side dish 1f you are planning to attend. Thank you.

*Teens Needed

It 1s almost time to help decorate the church for Christmas. The decorating commut-
tee 1s looking for some teens to help with this effort. We are trying to coordinate a
time that would be good for anyone who might be willing to help. This 1s an exciting
new way to help out the parish and get in the holiday spirit. Please contact Kristen
Kelescheny1 412-726-0676 or kbishop25@hotmail.com if you or someone you know

1s willing to lend a hand.



