December 2, 2018
Twenty-Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

Litureical Schedule

Dec. 1 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm

Dec. 2 (Sun) Twenty-Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
Divine Liturgy 10:30am

Dec. 6 (Thur) Feast of St. Nicholas of Myra
Divine Liturgy 7:00pm
+Nicholas Soltis req by wife Mary and Family

Dec. 8 (Sat) Feast of the Maternity of Holy Anna
Divine Liturgy S5:00pm

Dec. 9 (Sun) Twenty-Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Our Tithe to our parish
November 25,2018 - - -$2,142.00
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Ris-

en Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in our church during the week of

December 2 thru December 8 for +Anne Demyanovich Liebel req’d by
daughter Janet Belliveau Yarosik.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family
members who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who
are in need of our prayers.

Tillie Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Marion Campbell,
Steven Fekete, Kevin Ianni, Carl Magdic, Fr. John Petro, Clarence Rizzi,
Helen Rizz1, Joseph Rusinko Sr., Sue Sabol, Ruth Seech, Mary Soltis,
Terry Soltis, Margaret Weber, Debbie Vasko, John Voron Sr

D i i o i i i i e e i e i e e L e L S T

Angel Tree

The Angel Tree 1s up 1n the church narthex and this year our Christmas mission effort

will benefit Redstone Highlands personal Care Home off of Lincoln Way in North
Huntimgdon.

Please select a tag and mark down your information. Due to privacy
concerns, the tags are numbered and names are not provided.

Y ou can choose to return your items wrapped or unwrapped to the
church 1n gift bags (with the original tag) by Dec. 14. The staff at

Redstone 1s happy to partner with our parish and plans to distribute all
the gifts at their holiday party on Christmas Eve.

If you have any questions please call Kristen Kelescheny1 412-726-0676.
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December Pirohy Schedule
Starting at 9:00am
Monday — Dec 3 — make pirohy
Tuesday — Dec 4 — make pirohy
Friday — Dec 7 — Pirohy Sale
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MOUNT SAINT MACRINA
HOUSE OF PRAYER

Program Schedule

Christmas Preparation Retreat
Fr. Cypnan Constantine, OSB

“The Time of Salvation is Near”

Prepare by Prayer, Fasting, Repentance
and Almsgiving”
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018
1:15pm - 5:30pm Includes Dinner
Offering: $35 Regstration Due Dec. 12

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
offered along with a conference and
a prayer service.

OPEN HOUSE
Jan. 13,2019
1:30pm - 3:30pm
Come and spend some time with the Staff
1n the warmth of the House of Prayer!

724-438-T7149
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ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER

St. Nicholas is indeed a saint for this season!

Unlike many of the other saints whom we commemorate during the year, he 1s not re-
markable for his asceticism or spiritual struggles.

Rather, he 1s like the good uncle who never means any harm ... always ready to comfort
and help those 1n need.

He does not stand 1n judgment, but understands human weak-
ness, human character and human needs. It 1s no wonder that

among all the saints, Nicholas has a popularity unnvaled by any.

It 1s quite understandable, then, that his icon has traditionally
been placed near the door of the house of Christians ... where

everyone who enters sees him. He 1s the good host, ready to re-
cerve everyone and make them feel at home!

The popularity of Nicholas 1s also seen 1n the numerous icons of him ... from the very
simple folk paintings ... to some of the most masterly 1cons ever written. People of all
walks of life have taken consolation 1n him and expressed their love for him.

During this pre-Nativity season, we too seek to be refashioned m the image of our Crea-
tor. The image of Nicholas offers us a very powerful model ... a model of the divine life
wrapped 1n human clothing.

Nicholas saw the needs of people ... and quietly and without pretension, he reached out
to help others. In him, the mercy and compassion of our God 1s made tangible.

In all that we do for others during this season, may we also take mspiration from our
Holy Father Nicholas ... and may his spirit continue to live in us and spread to others

through our example!



THE MATERNITY OF ST ANNE

The story 1s well known. It follows the familiar lines of so many of the biblical sto-
ries as well as those taken from the rich treasure of the tradition of the Church.

Joachim and Anne, the pious couple, were childless. Every prayer, every hope, eve-
1y plea ... seemed to go unanswered. And now they found themselves 1n old age ...
far beyond the child-bearing age.

To add mnsult to mjury ... Joachim now found that his gifts were not even accepted
at the temple. The high priest refused to accept Joachim’s offering ... because he
was certain that there was something terrnbly wrong or sinful about this couple ...
since they were not blessed with children. Joachim ... dejected beyond description
... went into the hills in solitude. Anne, his wife, was similarly lamenting her fate in
the garden ... when they were both visited by an angel of God ... who announced
that now 1n their old age ... they would be given a child.

AT Anne runs in joy to meet Joachim ... and he too 1s running to meet her
... when they meet at the city gate! There they embrace ... and that
magnificent scene of this elderly couple embracing at the city gate ...
lovingly locked 1n each other’s arms ... and without words they simp-
Iy share that moment of consolation and joy ... and this 1s the scene
that 1s captured m the icon of this feast!

Perhaps this should be a feast that 1s dedicated to all couples ... to
those blessed with offspring ... and to those whose love 1s no less
blessed, even 1f they are without children. For the love of a couple, rich 1n itself ...
1s the only human relationship that has been raised to the dignity of a Sacrament, A
Holy Mystery of the Church.

And God has often used this image to married love ... as an 1mage or icon of his
own relationship with us!

Each time a couple shares their love ... unselfishly and lovingly ... they are indeed
an 1con of God’s presence with us ... and a sacrament bearing witness to this love!

KOLBASSI SALE

Once again the Mens’ Club of SS Peter and Paul Church in Duquesne 1s sponsoring a
Kolbass1 Sale. This has proved to be very successful in the past, and our parishioners
have raved about the quality and taste of these kolbassi.

Order sheets may be found at the entrance of the church.

Mark Your Calendars

The Total Parish ECF date for this month will be Sunday, Dec. 16. Seminarian Paul
West will be the speaker for the adults on this day and there will once again be a pot
luck lunch. Please bring a side dish 1f you are planning to attend. Thank you.

*Teens Needed
It 1s almost time to help decorate the church for Christmas. The decorating commuttee

1s looking for some teens to help with this effort. We are trying to coordinate a time
that would be good for anyone who mught be willing to help. This 1s an exciting new
way to help out the parish and get in the holiday spirit. Please contact Kristen
Kelescheny1 412-726-0676 or kbishop25@hotmail.com 1f you or someone you know
1s willing to lend a hand.




