July 1, 2018

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Liturgical Schedule

June 30 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S3:00pm
For the Parishioners

July 1 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am
+Brvan Mihalick req by George & Diane Mihalick

July 7 (Sat) Divine Liturgy S5:00pm

July 8 (Sun) Divine Liturgy 10:30am

+Teresa Spudik req by Pasternak Family
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The Sanctuary Lamp continues to burn before the presence of Our Risen

thru July 7 for +Bryan Mihalick ~ Eternal Memory.

# Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ m our church during the week of July 1

June 24, 2018
Our Tithe to our Parish—$1,921.00

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family mem-
bers who are sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all who are in
need of our prayers.

James Abraham, Tillhle Abraham, Diana Abraham, Ron Bishop, Rosella
Busko, Marion Campbell, John Fekete, Carl Magdic, Clarence Rizzi, Helen Rizzi,
Rose Marie Rupnik, Joseph Rusmko, Sue Sabol, Mary Soltis, Terry Soltis, Margaret
Weber, John Voron Sr.

A Celebration of Marriage

There will be a Divine Liturgy on September 9, 2018, at 3:00pm at St. Elias Church for
those celebrating weddmg anmversaries of (10,25,35.40,45,50, and every 5 years there-
after)in the year 2018. Following the Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving, a
banquet dinner will be served 1n the church social hall. Each couple will
receive a certificate and 1s photographed with Archbishop Willham. The
photograph will be mailed at a later date. (Certificates are sent to those
who are unable to attend.) If you plan to attend, please let Fr. John know
as soon as possible. Names must be submitted to the Chancery by Friday, July 27.

PARISH SERVERS “FAITH & FUN DAY” IS TUESDAY, JULY 31st

Altar Servers! Mark your calendar for July 31, 2018, and get
M rcady for another great day of “Faith & Fun.” Open to all active
¥ * M altar servers (elementary through high school), this exciting day
| ~ sponsored by the Archeparchial Office of Vocations 1s a way to
, . W say “‘thank you” to active altar servers for volunteering time and

1200 < 900 _en wkipedia org service to the Church. From The Divine Liturgy, to a hearty
lunch, to a visit to the Pittsburgh Zoo, and endimg with a Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball
Game, you’ll have a truly memorable experience. Don’t delay — see your pastor to

sign up!




When we confess sins, we must not forget that Christ 1s the physician of both our soul
and our body. Just as 1n today’s Gospel reading, Christ can forgive our sms and also nd
us of the physical limitations that go along with our sins. We need to trust that the abso-
lution we receive through our confession mdeed cures us of our spiritual ailments that
can manifest themselves in physical ways. We need not be self loathing, but we do need
to realize that to sin 1s to be human. It 1s virtually unavoidable. We are bound to slip up;
however, every time we slip up 1t 1s an opportunity to recognize our weaknesses and to
allow Christ into our lives to heal us. Just as the man 1n today’s Gospel, once our sims
are forgiven by Christ, we are to get up and go home, to walk with new legs. We need to
walk with a clear mind and a clear heart that our forgiveness comes from a divine au-
thonty and that 1t 1s truly healing us as we endure the rigors of earthly life.

0 POPE FRANCIS REFLECTS ON THE BEATITUDES

= (1st1n a series of Pope Francis’ insight into the Beatitudes)

The world finds security in wealth, but Francis warns, “once we think we are rich, we

can become so self-satisfied that we leave no room for God’s word, for the love of our
brothers and sisters, or for the enjoyment of the most important things 1n life.

He cites St. Ignatius of Loyola, who urged an “indifference” to riches in order to have

an nterior freedom. But he also notes that St. Luke, in his Gospel, does not speak of

poverty “of spirit” but simply of those who are poor. Jesus “invites us to live a plain and
austere life” and ““to share 1n the life of those most in need.”

“The Forgiveness of Sins™
Matthew 9: 1-8
Semunarian Paul Varchola West

After last week’s brief digression mto the Gospel of Luke for the Nativity of John the
Baptist, we find ourselves once again hearing the words from the Gospel of Matthew.
Today we hear about Chnist and His telling a paralyzed man, “Take heart, son; your
sins are forgiven” (Mt 9:2). Aghast at this bold proclamation by Christ, the scribes wit-
nessing this even accuse Christ of blasphemy as 1t 1s only God who can forgive sms. In
response to their accusation, Christ poses a very intriguing question: “Which 1s easier,
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up and walk?”” (Mt 9:5). Clearly,
Christ 1s teaching that 1t 1s far easier to tell someone that their sins are forgiven that to
tell someone to walk who perhaps has never had full function of their legs. To prove
the point that His authority to forgive sin 1s indeed of divine origin, Christ tells the man
to get up and go home. So the man does. This demonstrates that 1f Christ has the mirac-
ulous ability to make this paralyzed man walk simply by His word, then forgiving sins
1s absolutely no problem for Him! I often wonder, how 1s this lesson applicable 1n our
daily hives?

I know that there have been times 1n my life when I have felt true remorse for sins I
have commutted and went to confession. After receiving the absolution of said sins and
carrying out my penance as appropriate, one would think I
would be able to move on with my life. Sure, this might have
been the case for a day or two, but then all of a sudden I
would think of the sin that I confessed just a few days prior
and I begin to feel a little guilty for having ever even com-
mitted that sin. Even though I know 1n my heart that this sin
was 1ndeed forgiven, my mind simply cannot let it go. Feel-
ings of guilt ultimately manifest themselves 1 physical
ways, whether 1t be writability, feeling down or even simply
falling into further sin because of the gult attached to a pre-

' vious sin. This phenomenon 1s most definitely a type of spir-
itual paralysis. Although the sin has been forgiven on the spiritual level, the human
mind, on the physical level, perhaps has not yet been cured. For, as Christ’s point so
eloquently stated, 1t 1s easier to forgive sin than to cure physical maladies.




